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1 
Blue winter sky, 4 
white piling snow, 25 


and endless 
territorial 
expansions, 













The Duke of 
Hessenweitz who 
was rícher than 
the Empire, 





Duke from the 
empíre who once 
had a royal 






































































































And I ended up 
getting marríed ín- 
to that family. 

















+ NEVER EXPECTED THAT 
I WOULD BE GETTING MARRIED 
AT (3 YEARS OLD... 






























THIS PLACE 
/5 THE CASTLE OF 
THE HESSENWENZ | 
FAMILY. _ 


— 













// 50 AM 

я GETTING MARRIED | 
||| INTO THE HESSEN- | 
N WENTZ FAMILY... Pi 
ха 








«Somehow, 
5 turned out 
like this, 












I was born into 
a family whose 
name is nothing 
but dust. 


My mother, 
who had a weak body, 
| gave birth to me and. 25 
started to get ill. 1 


But thanks to the 
treatment the Imperíal y 
‘amily had given, we've been ^ 
indebted with his noble 
title as a guarantee. [ | 


1 completely healed. ሽ 


C 


However, 





IF YOU SEND 
YOUR DAUGHTER TO THE 
HESSENWEITZ FAMILY 
AS A SPOUSE, 


HIS MAJESTY 
THE EMPEROR SAID TH 
HE WILL WRITE OFF ALL 
YOUR DEBT. 


IF ITS THE 
HESSENWEITZ FAMILY 
DON'T TELL ME... 





The frost devil, 
blue blooded silver dragon, 
and the Emperor's most 
dangerous fríend! 


/5 HE TALKING 
ABOUT THAT FAMILY WHO 
HAD SUCH HORRIBLE 
RUMORS? 


25, 
YOU KNOW THAT ELLIE... 
I5 MY ONLY BLOOD, 
RIGHT? 


IF YOU DON'T LIKE IT, 
THEN WHY DON'T YOU. 
PAY OFF THE DEBT? 


YOU DON'T WANT. 
TO PAY YOUR DEBT, 
AND YOU DON'T WANT: 
TO SEND YOUR 
DAUGHTER TOO... 


VISCOUNT BLANCHET, 
DO YOU WANT TO RECEIVE 
HIS MAJESTY'S WRATH? 


SIR, 
IVE NEVER THOUGHT 
ABOUT IT LIKE THAT! 


IF YOU JUST 
ӨМЕ ME ALITTLE 
MORE TIME... 





YOU'RE BEING 
PRESSURED EVEN 
THOUGH WE STILL 
HAVE TIME TO PAY 
OUR DEBT... 


IDON'T 
WANT TO GET 
MARRIED, BUT 


INO LONGER 
WANT TO SEE МУ 
FATHER BOW HIS HEAD. 
THAT'S WHY... 








TLL DO IT, 
THE MARRIAGE. 















YOU CAN 
USE THIS ROOM. 


THEN, 
TLL BE TAKING 
MY LEAVE. 


б | 





| je MIX 







ዘሪ ሌኩ 






























































































IDIDN'T EXPECT 
А ROOM LIKE THE LADY 
OF THE HOUSE, BUT. 
ICAN'T BELIEVE IT'S 

THIS SHABBY... 








Г/М MARY AND 
= I WILL BE SERVING THE 
LADY TEMPORARILY. 





uni, 


WHERE 5 THE 

















THE DUKE 
LEFT THE ESTATE FOR 
AN INSPECTION, 


AND THE YOUNG 
DUKE LEFT TO 
SUBJUGATE A 

DEMONIC BEAST. 


vn 
«SUBJUGATE А 
DEMONIC BEAST? 















Yes, 
it's something he 
does often. 






The last time he left, 
he wiped out the beasts in 
the northern wilderness. 







He infiltrated 
the barbarian army 
and cut off the Captain's 
supply chain! 


NA 


NN 7 


რნ 一 










WHO'S CUTTING 
OFF WHOSE SUPPLY 
CHAIN? 





WHEN IT COMES 

TO THE YOUNG DUKE, 
SHE'S TALKING ABOUT MY E 
HUSBAND, RIGHT? 











DID I 
MISUNDERSTAND 
SOMETHING? 








THE YOUNG DUKE 
ISN'T AN ADULT YET, 


YES, 
BUT HE'S STILL ል VERY 
AMAZING PERSON, 
ISN'T HE? 


OH... 
6-6 THAT 507 
















Γ THE YOUNG DUKE 
WILL BE (5 YEARS OLD 
N THIS YEAR. 





AND HE JOINED 
SUCH A DANGEROUS 
BATILE? ረ 


1 









ІТ) 
! 7 ? 
ОФ 
THERE SHOULD 
BE A LIMIT TO HIS 


Т 








STRENGTH! წ. UN 
22 IN 






Will | become 
awidow? 







THEN WHEN 
WILL THE YOUNG 


As 
4 DUKE RETURN? 






ዘይ SHOULD 
RETURN IM A WEEK. 










THE DUKE INFORMED ME 
THAT YOU MUST ACCOMPANY 
THE YOUNG DUKE WHEN HE 


ти. ο И 


YOUR MEAL UP TO 
YOUR ROOM. 








WOULD THAT 
BE ALRIGHT? 


THANK YOU. 
YOU MAY LEAVE. 














Е NN 


THE 
MESSAGE 









N 
ም 


SA AS 





| UNWELCOMING, 


AND HE 1 
DOES NOT CARE 
FOR HIS SON. 







š 


Эт 


I DONT 
THINK THE 
LIFE OF A DUKE 
WILL BE EASY. 


















AN x d | 
۹ THAT PERSON 
> IS DUKE HESSE- 


WEITZ. 











НЕ DOESN'T N 
LOOK AS ROUGH 

AS I THOUGHT 
HE WOULD BE. 















LOOK FORWARD 
TO MY HUSBAND'S 
APPEARANCE? 







A week later, αὶ 
the young Duke + 
returned. 











7 THAT CHILD 
IS THE YOUNG 












HIS WHOLE SS 
BODY IS COVERED ٢ 
WITH WOUNDS... ይ 









175 A SERIOUS 

INJURY THAT MUST 
BE TREATED QUICKLY, 
BUT WHAT IS EVERY- 
ONE DOING? 












YOU'RE LATE. 





YOUR ORDERS 
WERE TO SUBJUGATE: 
THE DEMONIC BEAST 
WITHIN 3 DAYS. 






MONSTER AS THE 
DUKES HEIR, THEY 
SHOULD AT LEAST BE 
ABLE TO FOLLOW 
ORDERS. 





4 
HOW САМ НЕ = 


_ SAY SUCH HARSH = 
WORDS TOHIS = 








| NA » 







YOU'RE THE 
ONE WHO KEEPS 
DRIVING A YOUNG BOY 
70 BATTLE FROM 
THE CASTLE. 






















DOES HE 
REALLY FEEL 
SORRY? 








YOU'RE SO 
PATHETIC. 


















TO DARE SHOW 
SUCH A STUBBORN 
ATTITUDE, 


WHEN YOU COULDN'T 
EVEN SUBJUGATE THE 
DEMONIC BEAST. 












THERE NOBODY 
STOPPING HIM? 








Y-YOUR 
EXCELLENCY! 


LIS MY FIRSTTIME ۳٧ 
MEETING THE DUKE OF 
HESSEWEITZ. 





IAM 
EILLIE BLANCHETT. 
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WHY ARE 
YOU. HERE? 





I HAVE COME 
HERE TO GREET MY 
HUSBAND AS HIS 
WIFE. 


I KNOW THIS 
15 AN ORDER FROM 
THE ROYAL FAMILY, BUT TO 
THINK YOU WOULD ACTUALLY 
ACKNOWLEDGE THAT MONSTER 
AS YOUR HUSBAND. 





۳ ሽ N ШІ n | 







L 





IF THE 
YOUNG DUKE IS 
A MONSTER, 


THEN, 7 
= WHAT ARE YOU, 
= THE PERSON Wi 









ል MONSTER. 









ARE YOU SAYING 
THAT THAT BASTARD 
ISN'T A MONSTER... 

AHAHA! 

























ZACHARY, 
WHAT DO YOU THINK 
ABOUT WHAT SHE'S 
SAID? 





ARE YOU. IGNORING 
YOUR FATHER'S WORDS 
RIGHT NOW? 


„ЛЕ FATHER 
THINKS SO, 













THEN 
ГМ SURE THAT 
TM А MONSTER. 











OF COURSE, 
YOU. SHOULD KNOW 
YOUR PLACE. 












THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR EFFORT 
TODAY. 













YOU. MAY ALL 
GO AND REST. 


FAREWELL; 
FATHER. 
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NEAR ME. 
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THE FACT 
THAT 1 HAVE A 
WIFE NOW, 







HOW WOULD’VE 
YOU. KNOWN WHEN 
THIS HAPPENED WHILE 
YOU. WERE FIGHTING 



































po You 
REALLY WANT ME 
TO LET 60? 


MY HUSBAND, 
WHO I'M LEGALLY 
BOUND TO SEEMS LIKE 

HE COULD COLLAPSE 
ANYTIME NOW. 










HEY, WHERE'S 
MY ROOM THOUGH? 


ZACHARY? 





YOUR NAME 
IS ZACHARY, 
RIGHT? 





| WHY ARE \ 
YOU BY MY SIDE? | 





EVERYONE 
AVOIDS МЕ. - 










ро YOU 
KNOW HOW HEAVY 
YOU ARE?! 








ARE YOU OKAY? 











50, STOP 
SHAKING ME... 


HEY, DON'T FALL 
ASLEEP YET. YOU STILL 
NEED TO GET TREATED! 


HE... HE MIGHT 
ACTUALLY DIE 
AT THIS RATE. 








15 ANYBODY HERE? 
PLEASE HELP ME... 














DO NOT 
CALL ANYONE. 








ARE YOU INSANE? ና 
YOU HAVE TO BE TREATED 
RIGHT NOW! 
















I DO NOT 
WANT ANYONE TO... 
SEE ME LIKE THIS... 








BECAUSE + AM 
A MONSTER... 








58 
፦ 
22 
> Š 
=> 
ፎ< 





CTPA РРР. 


“ოი = 
TLING YOURSELF, 
WOULD YOU? 






I GET ANNOYED 
WHEN ፲ HEAR YOU 
\ TALK LIKE THAT. 








JUST RECEIVE 
TREATMENT QUICKLY 
WHILE YOU SPOUT 
THAT NONSENSE, 
ALRIGHT? 


Oo 







25 SHE 
WORRIED 
ABOUT ME? 





WHO ARE 
You? 


You 
DON’T EVEN 
KNOW WHAT KIND 
OF PERSON I 
REALLY AM! 





Everyone was 
like that. 


= 








They approached me 
to see what l looked like, 
and soon left me, filled 
with contemot. 









Pm left with no 
¿one by my, side. 


፲ KNOW THAT 
THERE'S A CHILD 
WHO NEEDS TO BE 
CARED FOR. 





KNOW THAT 
THIS CHILD NEEDS 
IMMEDIATE TREATMENT 


OH, I ALSO 
KNOW THAT HE'S A 
CHILD WITH A TWISTED 

















BUT, 
AND THIS IS 
FOR SURE, 


IN MY EYES, 





I KNOW THAT 
YOU CERTAINLY ARE 
NOT A MONSTER. 












WHAT A 
WEIRD GIRL. 











215 opel 
Bt RANA 
ES 05 


5/8 


THIS CHAPTER 


WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY: 
Sugar Babies / 
! ۱ 
=ዉመጩዉ፡ መመመ Leslie € Victims 
*THIS CHAPTER MAY 


BE FIXED WITH SFXS 


discord.gg/SfmyeCD7My 
IN THE FUTURE~ 


AS EXPECTED, 
THE DUCHESS ALSO 





DIED BECAUSE 
OF THE LITTLE DUKE. 


YOU'RE A MONSTER. 
THAT LIVED AT THE PRICE 
OF YOUR MOTHER. 








ር 
w 
₪ 
سا‎ 


BECAUSE OF 
YOU. 








سی ړز = 


I was born 
a monster 




































IF THIS 
WAS THE CASE, 
I WISH I’D NEVER 
BEEN BORN. 


WON'T IT BE 
EASIER IF I DIE? 





” HOW ARE YOU 
A MONSTER? 













YOU NEED ТО 
TAKE YOUR MEDICINE, 
YOU FOOL! 





2 Ш T 














HERE, 
TAKE YOUR 
MEDICINE. 









WHY? 
IS IT TOO 
BITTER? 













DON'T YOU THINK 
YOUR TASTES ARE A 
BIT CHILDISH? 







DO YOU NEED 
ME TO PUT IT IN 
YOUR MOUTH? 



















IT'S NOT 
BITTER ANYMORE, 














UT 
WHY ARE YOU 
HERE? 










HOW CAN I 
LEAVE ል PATIENT 
ON HIS OWN? 
















YOU TOLD ME 
NOT TO CALL ANYONE, 
SO I JUST LET THE 
DOCTOR IN. 





TVE BEEN 
RESPONSIBLE FOR 
TAKING CARE OF 
YOU ALL DAY. 


SOMEONE ASK 
YOU TO DO IT? 











ΤΟΝΤ YOUR 
PERSONALITY VERY 
TWISTED? 





CAN'T YOU 
JUST SAY THANK 





..፡ሜ. SUPPOSE. 





§0, 
IN THIS SITUATION, 
ISHOULD JUST SAY 
THANK YOU. 
















YOU MAY 
LEAVE NOW. 


IT WOULD BE 
UNPLEASANT TO BE 
AROUND A MONSTER 
ANYWAYS. 














YOU'LL RECOVER 
QUICKER IF TM HERE, | 
RIGHT? / 










..WHAT DOES МЕ 
GETTING BETTER HAVE 
TO DO WITH YOU? 





ፐ5 BECAUSE 
YOU'RE THE TIGHTROPE 

THAT GUARANTEES 
MY FUTURE. 


YOU'RE MY LEGAL 
HUSBAND. 


TM HERE ON THE N 
BEHALF OF MY PARENTS 
BECAUSE OF OUR DEBT 
TO THE IMPERIAL 
FAMILY. 


BECAUSE OF THAT, 
THE DUKE DISLIKES ME. 





IF ANYTHING 
HAPPENS TO 
YOU, 


TLL END UP 


DESTITUTE... 

















YOU'RE 
THE ONLY ONE 
I САМ COUNT ON IN 
THIS DUCHY. 


SO, РЦ. DO MY 
BEST TO REMAIN 
BY YOUR SIDE. 







BECAUSE 
YOU'RE THE ONE 
I NEED. 














WILL YOU 
NEED ME, 
TOO? 
















DON’T THINK 
OF YOURSELF AS 
A MONSTER. IT'LL ONLY 

BE ል BURDEN AND 
GIVE YOU A GUILTY 
CONSCIENCE. 


ያ THINK 
SHE SEES RIGHT 
THROUGH ME. 


GREAT! THEN 
REST UP TONIGHT 
AND ILL SEE YOU 

TOMORROW. 


TOMORROW... 





„АКЕ YOU GOING 
TO VISIT ME AGAIN 
TOMORROW? 





WE ARE LEGALLY 
MARRIED NOW, SO 
AREN'T WE ALLIES 
WITHIN THE DUKE'S 





SHE'S THE ONLY 
ONE WHO STAYED | 
BYMYSDE ٠ 


AND SHE SAID 
و‎ THAT SHE NEEDED 
η ME. 








WHAT SHOULD 
IDO... 





u're already 


apersonlneed, с 


Yo‏ ה 














But the girl with 
the pink hair who 


ἂς 
[š 


Good morning! 








ჩინ YOU 
a STILL SLEEPING? 
A WAKE UP, SLEEPY 
> HEAD. 















WAKE UP 
אל‎ ALREADY! _ 








%% 


ТМ АМАКЕ... 
T SWEAR. 




















MS FINE, 
I CAN ENDURE 
THIS MUCH. 





AND HOW AM 
I SUPPOSED TO KNOW 
JUST HOW MUCH 
THAT IS... 















IS THIS THE 
WRONG WAY TO 
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ΟΟΛΝ: In this chapter it'll be Ellie, not Elli 


And thank you for reading this chapter~ 










YOU'RE 
REALLY BAD AT 
BANDAGING. 











THERE MUST 
BE SOME THINGS 
PEOPLE CAN'T DO 
AS HUMANS. 

















GIVE ME 
THE BANDAGE 
FOR A BIT. 






60 BACK. 











IT'S AS IF ۲ 
/፲5 PURPOSELY 













WHAT ARE 
THESE SCARS? 








My original 
sin and evidence 
as a monster. 





ή ር A 


HAT E OBVIOUS 


ser 





































IF YOU DON'T 
WANT ТО SAY. IT; 
YOU DON'T 
HAVE TO. 










SINCE YOU'RE 
ALSO ል HUMAN, 
YOU MUST HAVE A PAST 
THAT YOU WOULDN'T 
WANT TO SHARE. 


DON'T WANT TO 
SAY IT THEN 
DON’T. 


TM FINE. 













I NEED 
TO FINISH 
BANDAGING. 


7 LL You 
| COME HERE AND 
| SIT DOWN? 











COUNTLESS 
OF SCARS 


THE TREATMENT 
MUST'VE BEEN POOR, 
HOW PAINFUL WOULD 

IT HAVE BEEN. 





А дике " 
who neglects his 
son as if he wants 
him to die. 





A quiet castle where 

nobody approaches 

because they're wary 
of the Duke. 





ж 


How must've he felt? 






TM m 









..IT MUST ВЕ А 
HOBBY OF THEIRS TO 
د‎ EXPLOIT MINORS. 


«WHY ARE 
YOU. ANGRY? 












THE PEOPLE 
ARE USING YOU 
TO DO DANGER- 
OUS STUFF! 


ZACHARY, AREN’T 


ANYWAY, 
YOU’RE LEGALLY 
MY HUSBAND, SO 
SHOULDN'T I ВЕ 





THEN YOU... 


ሀዕ YOU 
THINK OF ME 
AS ል FAMILY? 











RREN'T WE 
A FAMILY? 










OH, WOULD IT 
BE DIFFICULT TO 
SUDDENLY BECOME 
A FAMILY? 










I ACTUALLY 
WANT TO BE FAMILY 
WITH YOU. 


BUT HOW MUCH 
SHOULD I EXPECT 
FROM YOU? 


What if I 
become greedy 
and you'll leave 

me... 


> ጋ 
















THEN WE CAN 
START FROM BEING 
FRIENDS. 


„FRIENDS? 


THAT'S RIGHT, 
FRIENDS. 










BUT FATHER... 


DOESN'T WANT YE 
YOU TO BE CLOSE 












THAT MATTER? 
THE DUKE ISN'T MY 
HUSBAND BUT 
YOU, NO? 







DON'T TELL ME 
THAT YOU HATE ME 
AND THAT'S WHY YOU'RE 
SAYING SOMETHING 
LIKE THAT... 2 












I TRUST YOU. 
SO STOP SAYING 
SUCH THINGS. 


THANK YOU. 

















THAT'S RIGHT, 
YOU. SHOULD SMILE 
MORE, YOU LOOK MORE 
HANDSOME! 






IF YOU SMILE 
LIKE THAT TO OTHER 
PEOPLE, I'M SURE THEY 
WILL LOVE IT. 





«WOULDN'T 
THEY BE DISGUSTED ኑ 
IF I SMILED? 









HOW'S THAT 
POSSIBLE? 





YOUR SMILING 
FACE IS SO COOL. 





LOOKS; LIKE: 
THE: MONSTER; WHO. 
ATE: HIS; MOTHER, 
IS;HARPY: 





TO BE HONEST, 
I'M SCARED. 


/ 











TM WILLING TO 
TAKE ON THE HATE OF 
EVERYONE IN THE 

WORLD. 





0-ОН MY. 
YOUR EXCELLENCY! 








WE APOLOGISE, 
HOW DARE WE TALK ABOUT 
THE YOUNG MASTER... 






RATHER THAN THAT, 
ZACHARY HAS BECOME 
SOFTER? 









T-THAT SEEMS TO BE SO. 
HE WOULD SMILE AT US 
FROM TIME TO TIME. 








1 

фр 
I woke up to an 1 
invitation to eat е 


breakfast with 
the Duke. 










ICOULDNT SLEEP ነ 
AT ALL BECAUSE I WAS 
JERVOUS. 


















DID 
YOU SLEEP WELL, 
YOUNG MISS? 






YOU WOKE UP |. 
VERY EARLY TODAY. 















T HEARD THAT 
BOTH THE DUKE AND 
THE YOUNG DUKE ARE 
COMING FOR BREAK- 
FAST TODAY? 










YOU'RE FINALLY 
ABLE TO HAVE A NICE 
MEAL WITH YOUR NEW 






THAT'S RIGHT. 













THEN, 
YOU SHOULD DRESS 
UP NICELY, RIGHT? 






IT'S SIMILAR TO A 
FORMAL DINNER 
50 ТЦ. HAVE TO 
DRESS UP... 












BUT IT'S A RELIEF. 











THANKS 

TO YOUNG MISS, 
BOTH THE DUKE AND 
YOUNG DUKE ARE 
EATING TOGETHER. 













A FIGHT? 


т 


TO LOOK FOR ME. 








YOU'VE YET IC 


x FULLY RECOVER. 


IS IT REALLY 
ALRIGHT FOR YOU 
TO PICK ME UP? 
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YOUR FACE 


IS REALLY RED. 




















YEAH, 
= ТРОМТ THINK YOU 
HAVE A FEVER. ; 





ARE YOU RAISING 
YOUR VOICE? 


MY FIRST TIME 
SEEING ELLIE IN 
THAT DRESS. 


ΗΕ ΤΠΕ 
LECENCARY FAIRY, 


ОД 157. 








ያ THINK MY 
HEART'S ABOUT 
72 JUMP OUT. 













-/ THANK You, N 
YOU'RE REALLY 
HANDSOME 












WHOSE HUSBAND 
/S HE, HE REALLY IS 
§0 HANDSOME. 


HAVE A 
SAFE TRIP, YOUNG 
MISS. 














OKAY, SEE 
YOU. LATER. 





Can you walk? 
Do you want me to 
help-you? 


OH MY, HOW 
WONDERFUL. 






I DIDN'T EXPECT THAT 

FEISTY YOUNG MASTER OF 
OURS TO PICK YOU 
UP HIMSELF! 


I HAVE TO C 
TELL MY FRIENDS 
ABOUT THIS TOO! 























LOOK UPSET ALL 
OF A SUDDEN? 










SINCE WHEN DID 
YOU GET SO CLOSE 
TO THAT MAID? 








ZACHARY, ARE 
YOU JEALOUS? 












MY HUSBAND 
$0 CUTE? 

















...HAVE YOU BEEN 
STAYING IN THE 
GUEST ROOM? 













WELL, THE DUKE 
DOESN'T LIKE ME, 
SO THERE'S NOTHING 
I CAN DO ABOUT IT. 


























AS I THOUGHT, 
5 BECAUSE OF 
ME... 


Оғы 


YOUR EXPRESSION 
IS GETTING DARKER 
AGAIN. 



















THIS 
ISN'T YOUR FAULT, 
IT’S BECAUSE YOU 
MARRIED ME INSTEAD 
OF THE PRINCESS. 








SUCH A 6000 
LISTENER. 





























FATHER 5 
ALWAYS DISPLEASED 
EVERYTIME HE SEES 











SO HOW COULD 
1 POSSIBLY ENJOY 
MYSELF EVEN WHEN 
TM ALONE. 















BUT YOU SEEM 
TO BE HAVING A LOT 
OF FUN THESE DAYS, 

EVEN THOUGH YOU'RE 

SAYING THAT. 





I THINK YOU'VE 
ALSO GOTTEN A LOT 
CLOSER TO THAT CHILD 
FROM THE IMPERIAL 
FAMILY, 












IT'S EXACTLY 
۱ AS FATHER SAYS. 











DOES THAT = 
MEAN WHAT І THINK 
IT DOES? 





I HAVE SAID 
SOMETHING, 


BUT FATHER IS ' 
FREE TO THINK AS 






















5 THIS HIS 
FIRST TIME TALKING 
BACK? 





/ I FEEL LIKE 
| ГМ GOING TO GET 
INDIGESTION JUST BY 
DRINKING WATER. 


დ 
= 
z 
C 
ЧЕ 
ህ 












HE'S NOT FULLY 


RECOVERED YET, WILL 


HE BE OKAY? 














HE'S PRETENDING 
TO BE CALM, BUT EVEN 
SITTING DOWN IS DIFF- 
ICULT FOR HIM... 











THE YOUNG DUKE 
IS STILL FEELING UNWELL 
TO EAT BREAKFAST OUTSIDE 
OF HIS ROOM. / 














I ACCEPTED 
THAT MONSTER AS A 
SUCCESSOR OF THIS DUKE- 
DOM, 50 HE'S GOT TO 
BEAR WITH IT. 







BY THE WAY, 
HOW LONG ARE YOU. 
PLANNING TO STICK AROUND 
WITH THAT КІ? 








DON'T YOU 
ს EVER FIND IT 
| \ DISPLEASING? 



































مر 

Jf А 

ፖ N 

2 М 
ΙΙ ჯა 
/ / ON Y 
1 \ \ 
Z ^^ D 
y = p 
Y 


M don't say it, 


| 
a ..- 
4 Ma. 
DÍ р" 


І don't А 















T'M SEEING IN FRONT 
OF ME RIGHT NOW 
IS SHAMEFUL. 









DON'T WORRY, 
ZACHARY. 





І HAVE NO 
INTENTION OF 
ABANDONING 
YOU. 
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WHERE סוס‎ 
YOUR SENSE OF 
RESPONSIBILITY А5 
A FATHER 60? 





TUN: SHOT'S FIRED. 










ALSO, THE 
REQUEST YOU STATED 
BEFORE 






SEEMS LIKE 
YOU'RE TRYING TO 
COERCE ME TO DISTANCE 
MYSELF FROM YOUR 












ARE YOU 
DISSATISFIED WITH 
THAT? 











IWANT TO 
TREASURE AND RESPECT 
MY HUSBAND. 








WANT TO HEAR THOSE 
THREATS. 





2 
3 
ы 
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ENGAGEMENT? 











IT SEEMS LIKE 
THE LOWLY DAUGHTER 
OF A VISCOUNT 15 ТО 
LECTURE ME. 














FOR SAYING 
THAT FOR ME. 






BUT, I WILL 
TAKE IT FROM 












IT'S FINE 
IF YOU. CALL ME 
A MONSTER. 







HOWEVER, 
TO TREAT ELLIE 
LIKE THAT 





ELLIE IS 


MY WIFE. 

















WE BROUGHT 
HER HERE BECAUSE 
WE NEEDED TO, 





BUT SHE ISN'T 
QUALIFIED TO BE ል 
HESSENWEITZ. 








HOW ARE WE SUPPOSED 
TO ACCEPT SOMEBODY SENT 
BY THE IMPERIAL FAMILY 
TO SPY ON US? 















NOT AT ALL, 

IN FACT, 1 AM THE ONE 
LACKING THE QUALIFICATIONS. 
TO BE HER COMPANION. 












AS THE HEIR 
OF HESSENWEITZ, 
I ACKNOWLEDGE THIS 
GIRL AS A PART OF 
ΜΥ FAMILY. 





PLEASE RESPECT HER. 














«HOWEVER, 
DO YOU REMEMBER 
WHO GAVE YOU 
YOUR NAME? 





BESIDES ME, WHO 
ELSE IS ABLE TO PASS 
DOWN HESSENWEITZ’S 
NAME? 
















IF THAT'S 
THE CASE... بلاط‎ 
WAIT-AND SEE. 














WHY DID YOU 
PICK A FIGHT WITH 
THE DUKE, 1 WAS 












BUT, 
YOU ALSO PICKED 
A FIGHT WITH MY 
FATHER FOR / 
ME. | 








1 FOUGHT WITH 
MY FATHER FOR 
YOU. 















YOU SAID 

YOU WERE GOING 
TO TAKE CARE 

OF ME. ~ 











COME TO HATE МЕ IN 
THE FUTURE. 


თ ლსა 
წ DON'T EVER % 




















YOU. BUT THE ROOM IS 
SO PRETTY THAT IT'S A 
LITTLE BURDENSOME 
FOR ME. 


I ACTUALLY 
WANTED TO GIVE YOU 
MORE BEAUTIFUL 



















ASHA FLOWER 
WILL BLOOM SOON. 


I NEVER 
KNEW THAT YOU LIKE 
ASHA FLOWER. 











I WAS NEVER. 
INTERESTED IN ASHA 
FLOWERS, THE SYMBOL 
OF THE DUCHY, 
BUT.. 


„I DON'T 
THINK I HATE 
T. 





CLI ü 


COME TO 
THINK OF IT, 




















I WANT TO 
TAKE A LOOK AT 
THE ASHA FESTIVAL 
FOR ONCE... 











BUT IT WOULD BE HARD TO 
SEE THE FESTIVAL IN THIS UGLY 
SITUATION WITH THE DUKE. 





AND I HEARD 
THE DUCHY'S FESTIVAL 
IS WIDELY KNOWN FOR 
ITS BEAUTY... 





DO YOU WANT 
TA GO TOGETHERZ 













BUT 1 DON'T 
THINK THE DUKE 
WILL LET... 














NO MATTER HOW 
MUCH THE DUKE 
HATES ME, 

















I CAN STILL 
LET MY WIFE 60 
TO THE FESTIVAL THAT 
SHE WANTS TO SEE. 











OR MAYBE 
DO YOU NOT WANT 
TO 60 THERE? 


< No, IT'S NOT THAT! 














ALRIGHT, 
THANK YOU. 






T'M REALLY 
LOOKING FORWARD 
TO IT. 


F 
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WOPH, I 
NEVER THOUGHT 
THAT ГЦ. BE ABLE 

TO SEE ASHA 
FESTIVAL. 


THE DECORATIONS 
А ARE VERY FANCY. 

















WOAH, 
\ THIS IS REALLY... 





How did 
you find this 
place? 









Zachary, 
it's really 
amazing! 


It's a relief. 
Thank god | asked 
Ellie's maid. | 













Ah, this 
place is really 








IM SURE ነ 
SHE LIKES SWEET. 
FOODS. 











YOU DON’T 
WANT TO EAT? 


OH, I DON’T 
UKE SWEET 
FOODS. 








Here, try 7۰ 





ፐ5 NOT SWEET, 
SO IT'LL BE FINE. 

















„АЕ I HADN'T 
MARRIED YOU, 

፲ WOULD NEVER HAVE 

SEEN THIS KIND 
OF PLACE. 







THANK YOU 
SO MUCH. 














IC | think about it... 
Surprisingly, getting 
married is worth it. 








AT FIRST, 
I NEVER THOUGHT 
ABOUT GETTING 
MARRIED. 
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HEY, 
I DIDN'T MEAN 
TO GET MARRIED 
FIRST. 





















ሀዕ 
YOU. REGRET 
MARRYING 
МЕ? 






TWAS 
IN A SITUATION 
WHERE IT COULDN'T 
BE HELPED. 







IF II WEREN'T 
FOR THE INEVITABLE 
SITUATION... 








„YOU WOULDN'T 
BE MARRIED TO ME 
RIGHT? 


THTHAT — 
WHAT I MEAN 
IS... 













„NEVERMIND. 

EVEN IF YOU REGRET 

IT, I HAVE NOTHING 
TO SAY. 


Эу 11 С 





BUT I DIDN'T 
MEAN TO NOT 
ТО GET MARRIED 
AT ALL. 














TT DOESN'T 
MATTER ΙΕ MY 
CONDITIONS ARE 
ALL MET. 
























UMM... 
A HANDSOME GUY 
WHO MATCHES MY TYPE, 
HAS A NICE BODY, A GOOD 
PERSONALITY AND 
5 WEALTHY? 





CAN I REALLY 
MEET THOSE CON- 
DITIONS? 




















YOU ARE 
A VERY PRECIOUS 
PERSON TO ME. 












THERE IS МНО CARES 
AND RESPECT YOU. 

















































YOU. ჩინ 
ALWAYS HARSH 
ON YOURSELF. 


worrying about 
unecessary things 
and let's go take 








GIVE ME ALL 
THAT'S LEFT. 





AREN’T 
You FULL? 


THERE’S 
SUPPOSED TO BE 
SEPARATE A STOMAC 
FOR SNACKS AND 





DID YOU 
ENJOY IT? 














WELL, YOU 
ARE THE ONLY 
ONE THAT NEEDS 
TO BE HAPPY. 


Zachary, try 
this too! 


What do you ۱ 
think, doesn't it YI 
look tasty? 











UNUSUAL, 





፲ THOUGHT 
YOU WOULDN'T 
LIKE THESE KINDS OF 
FOODS SINCE YOU'RE 
THE DUKE'S HEIR. 


BECAUSE IT'S 
MUCH BETTER THAN 








რ 
0 
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EVERYONE 
LOOKS HAPPY EVEN 
THOUGH THEY LIVE 


Hi 
THE CURSED DUKE 
WILL RULE. 












PEOPLE CAN 
BE HAPPY. 






BECAUSE YOU 
ARE PROTECTING 
THEM. 












YOU. CAN FORGET 

ALL THE CRAP THAT 

PEOPLE SAY ABOUT 
YOU. 








THIS 
FRAGRANCE... 









IT 
SMELLS 
LIKE ASHA 
FLOWERS. 










A winter silver dragon N ۱ 
A named the ancestor of ٢ 
the Duke of Hessenweitz. 


Га ₪ V 


N The scent that the legendary 
JC N silver dragon loved For a long time. 


ს. жы» 





Ni 
` TO BE ABLE 
TO TALK TO SOMEONE + 
11 WITH A SMILE LIKE THIS 二 


15 и Еа 
ኤር 
ሩሚ 








MY ONLY ONE. 


nn. s 

















NEXT YEAR 
AND THE YEAR 
AFTER THAT, 


ላ 
BND THE YEARS 
THAT WILL COME | 
AFTER THAT, 







CAN, I WOULD 
LIKE TO SPEND THE 
FESTIVALS WITH 
YOU. 














„| ሣሠፖኑ 











IT’S TOO BAD 
THAT I CAN'T DANCE 
BECAUSE ፲ AM NOT 
ΑΝ ADULT. 


LET'S DANCE 


жа - —— << AVIV 


αλ ٠٧‏ صا سو اسا 
TIME WE COME TO‏ 

THE FESTIVAL. 
Z 












WHATS ` 
WRONG? 


OH NO, 
ISHOULDN'T 
HAVE WORN THE 
NEW SHOES. 








სჭ 
us 
ვა 
Su 
>% 


WITH BLISTERS! 









1 


ТҮ. 
IT'S JUST 
MINOR ONES... / 


HEY, 
CAN YOU PUT 
ME DOWN? 


















NO, 
YOU NEED TO SEE 
A DOCTOR. 





And all the 
people are looking 
at me... 














TLL 60 BUY 
SOME MEDICINE. 






TD CARRY 
YOU WITH ME IF 





THAT IS WAY TOO 
NOTICEABLE. 














I APPRECIATE 
YOUR CONCERN, BUT 
IM FINE STAYING 
HERE ALONE. 

















SO, HURRY 
UP AND 60, 
ALRIGHT? 
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INEED TO 
| FIND ZACHARY. 





„МНО 
АВЕ YOU? 









АВЕ YOU 
LOST, LITTLE 









አዕ 
MS OKAY. 
TM WAITING FOR 
SOMEONE. 









II | ჩ ს 
6 \ V | CAN BET A HIGH 
ኒነ RANSOM PRICE. 





“გ 


AND SHE'S ል 
е LOCKING THING 
6 BOOT! 








==> 


ICANT 
— ОЕТ CAUGHT LIKE 
THIS! 





გა አዚ -7 













































DID YOU HAPPEN 
TO SEE A PINK-HAIRED 
GIRL? 






HER EYES ARE 
LIGHT GREEN, AND SHE'S 
ABOUT THIS TALL.../ 


























WELL, 
WHERE סוס‎ 
THIS LITTLE GOLD 
MINE COME 
FROM? 












HOW MUCH : 
SHOULD THEY PAY 

FOR THE RANSOM 
FEE? 








መቸ 


au 














INTENSE 
EMOTIONS FLOOD 
THE MAGIC OF 
WINTER. 



















IF I GO ON 
A RAMPAGE HERE, 
AT LEAST HALF THE 
DUCHY WILL BE 
DESTROYED. 


ICANT 
LOSE MY 
REASONING. 













6 


Өт ей бэ) 
туд апе палат 


IT WON'T 
TAKE LONG, 








MUST CLOSE 
YOUR EYES FOR 
A MOMENT. 


WHAT NONSENSE 
ARE YOU TALKING ABOUT, 
LITTLE 80V2/ 














INEED TO 
CALM DOWN. 





HOW DARE 
THEY TOUCH 


HER. 





















BUT IT'S DEFINITELY 
SPRING NOW. 


ISS | p». 
II С? 
K | | 











MONSTER... 
HE'S A MONSTER! 













IF YOU COME 
ANY CLOSER, 






I'M 60IM6 TO 
KILL THE GIRL! 






NO, BEFORE THAT, 


TM GOING 
TO KILL YOU. 
| > А 
| | 
κκ = / [ ‚. 




















YOU WANT 
ME TO SAVE 












W-WE'RE 





HOW GREAT IT 
WOULD BE IF EVERY- 
THING WAS SOLVED JUST 
BY ADMITTING TO 
ONE'S MISTAKES. 





BUT TM 
AFRAID THAT'S 
IMPOSSIBLE. 














YOU TOUCHED 
SOMETHING YOU 
SHOULDN'T 
HAVE. 
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What in 
did لسا‎ 
















CAN YOU TRULY 
SAY THAT I'M NOT 
A MONSTER? 





HAVE YOU ALWAYS 
HAD THESE KINDS ΘΕ 
THOUGHTS? 


AND EVEN 
IF ІТ 15, 


I WOULD 
NEVER LEAVE YOU 
AND I'LL ALWAYS BE 
BY YOUR SIDE. 












WHERE CAN YOU 
FIND A MONSTER 
AS GOOD-LOOKING 
AS YOU? 


THAT POWER 
THAT WAS RAMPAGING 
INSIDE ME SUBSIDED 

IN AN INSTANT. 





s. THE SMELL OF 
А BLOOD... ARE THERE 
\ DEAD PEOPLE? 









ARE YOU 
SCARED? 








NO, I'M NOT 
SCARED OF YOU. 






IT JUST HIT ME 
THAT 1 HAD ል BLADE IN 
MY NECK NOW, REALITY 
IS STARTING TO 
SINK IN... 








THIS TO YOU... 


I DON'T CARE 
IF YOU DIDN'T KNOW 
ABOUT THI 






AH, I SHOULD TELL HIM 
THAT I'M ALRIGHT. 








1-І CAN'T. BREATHE 


PROPERLY! 








ሥሥ iM Mg. 









“ር 


HYPERVENTILATION 
SYMPTOMS... / 


AREN'T THESE 
THE SYMPTOMS THAT 
== THE SOLDIERS SHOWED 
3 DURING THE FIRST 

BATTLE... 2/ 6 


መሞ 


IEN, IT'S OKAY. 






~, 


pu +” = πὴ 
Чу -d I 
E 














«АКЕ YOU ALRIGHT? 















DON’T OPEN 
YOUR EYES YET. 


BE CAREFUL M 
و‎ OF YOUR FEET. 












۳ Ts OUTSIDE. 








EVERYTHING'S 
OVER.. 


1 М / 
# 


















ፖ 
/ „THANK YOU 
FOR SAVING ME, 
ZACHARY. 
















WHAT ARE YOU 
THANKFUL FOR? 


IF I HADN'T LEFT 
YOU. THERE, THEN NONE 
OF THIS WOULD'VE 





SY 8ሀፐ I TOLD You 
THAT I WOULD WAIT 
FOR YOU THERE. 


BUT I SHOULD 
HAVE BEEN MORE 
CAREFUL. 












LET'S GO BACK 
HOME TOGETHER. 




















DID YOU KNOW? 


I SMELL THE 
FRAGRANCE OF ASHA 
FLOWERS ON YOU. 












SINCE THE ASHA 
FLOWERS HAVE BLOOMED, 
OF COURSE YOU WOULD 
SMELL THEIR SCENT. 









THAT'S NOT WHAT ፲ MEAN, 
I SMELL THE FRAGRANCE 06 
ASHA FLOWERS ON YOU. 





ARE YOU SURE 
YOU'RE NOT MIS- 










WELL, IF THAT'S 
THE CASE, THEN THAT 



























I ALREADY 
KNEW THAT YOU WERE 
ል MONSTER. 


1 ALREADY KNEW 
HOW UTTERLY PITIFUL 
YOU ARE, AND HOW LACKING 


YOUR TEMPERAMENT IS. 



















HOWEVER... 
WHAT HAVE YOU 













„АВЕ YOU 
OUT OF YOUR 
MIND? 














DIDYOUNEED 8 
ገጋ VERIFY THE FACT 

THAT VOURE A 
MONSTER, 
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IFIM ALONE, 
TON NN 3 
CRITICIZED LIKE 


TO INSULTS AND 
DEGRADING 
WORDS. 





A 


Wy 


са 
ሙ BUT, = 
жел 











A AS т 


а monster like me. 





ELLIE DIDN'T 
RUN AWAY EVEN 
WHEN I SHOWED 
HER MY ICE 
MAGIC. 


SHE SAID THAT 57 
SHE WAS FINE WITH | 
MY MONSTROUS 
APPEARANCE. 









к > SHE TOLD ME TO 


== RETURN BACK HOME... 





BRUN AW LOOK AT THEM YAALL 
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ре 
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7 ፈና BORN 
1 pales 









TU FIGHT 
AGAINST THEM 
΄ ALL. 







IT WAS MY 
MISTAKE. 










IT WAS 
A DANGEROUS 
SITUATION, AND I WILL 
DEEPLY REFLECT 
ON THAT. 








YOU. ARE UNAWARE 
OF THAT? 


IF THAT'S WHERE 
YOU'RE GETTING AT, 
T'LL ADMIT IT. 









WASN'T I BORN 
A MONSTER... 















BECAUSE OF THE 
BLOOD OF HESSENWEITZ 
THAT FATHER PASSED 

ON TO ME? 
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HOW DARE YOU...! 













ZACHARY, NO! [= 














OF THIS? 


დ 
z 
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` MY TOLERANCE OF 





FATHER"S VIOLENCE 





ENDS HERE. 


















DO YOU KNOW 

THAT YOU'RE BEING 
DRIVEN BY YOUR 

FEELINGS/ 











PLEASE STOP! 











YOUR GRACE, 
HE ONLY DID IT 
TO SAVE ME. 















IF YOU WANT 
SOMEONE TO BLAME, 
PLEASE BLAME AND 
PUNISH ME. 











ISN'T YOUR 
FAULT. 











YOU DON'T NEED 
TO BE PUNISHED NOR 
DO YOU NEED 10 
APOLOGISE. 


N 
SS 











JUST HOW 
FAR WILL YOUR 
INFLUENCE 
REACH? 















ILL HAVE TO 
ASK FOR FORGIVE- 
NESS SOMEHOW SO 
THAT ZACHARY 
WONT GET 
HURT. 








PLEASE 
FORGIVE ME, 
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ADELAIDE... 












EVERYTHING IS 

MY FAULT. IEN IS NOT 

INVOLVED IN THIS 
MATTER. 



















I VIILL ሀዕ 
ANYTHING FOR THE 
SAKE OF PROTECTING 
ELLIE. 


I KNOW. 
I KNOW THAT 
FATHER LOST SOME- 
ONE BECAUSE 


THAT'S WHY 
I'VE TOLERATED 
FATHER’S ABUSE 

ALL THIS TIME. 


ALTHOUGH 
THAT'S NOT WHAT 
YOU INTENDED, 


THAT'S THE 
ONLY WAY TO MAKE. 
IT UP TO FATHER, BECAUSE 
YOU WENT THROUGH 4 
HARD TIME BECAUSE 





FOR ME, 
ELLIE IS A PERSON 
WHO'S LIKE МУ ENTIRE 


WORLD. 


HAD THAT KIND 
OF PERSON FOR 
HIM TOO. 












TODAY, 
I SAW МАМУ 


ALL THOSE 
PEOPLE LOOKED 
VERY HAPPY. 


AND 
THROUGH ELLIE, 
I UNDERSTAND. 


THOSE PEOPLE CAN 
BE HAPPY... 





IS BECAUSE 
I AM PROTECTING 
THIS LAND. 


ALL THAT 
IHAVEISA 
‘POWER’ THAT CAN 
BE USEFUL. 


SO, 
FROM NOW ON, 
I DON'T WANT 

TO LIVE AS ል 
‘MONSTER! 



















YOUNG DUKE WHO 
/S GOING TO BE THE 
NEXT LORD OF THE NORTH 
AND AM RESPONSIBLE 
FOR PROTECTING THE 
PEOPLE IN IT: 
















I AM ል HUSBAND 
WHO'S DETERMINED TO 
PROTECT MY PRECIOUS 


PR/N: idk either it's an sr, 
THE BATTLE THAT readers pls don't judge me 


I CAN'T FIGHT NOW 
IS NOT TO PAY FOR 
YOUR SINS. 








TVE FOUND OUT 
WHAT IT MEANS. 














ALSO, TODAY IS 
THE LAST DAY I WILL 
BE TOLERATING 
FATHER'S ABUSE. 


BECAUSE OTHERWISE, 
IEN WOULD BE SAD. 



















«ZACHARY 
HESSENWEITZ. 





AS PUNISHMENT 
FOR WHAT YOU’VE DONE, 
I ORDER YOU 10 BE 
ON ONE WEEK OF 
PROBATION. 















I RECEIVE 
YOUR ORDER, 
FATHER. 





















ТМ SORRY, 
ZACHARY. IT'S ALL 
BECAUSE OF ME. 





IF IT WASN'T FOR 
ME, YOU WOULDN'T 
HAVE USED YOUR 


WOULDN'T HAVE BEEN 








ONCE AGAIN, 
THANK YOU. 


THANKFUL FOR? 
















FOR THE FIRST TIME, 
THERE'S SOMEONE ON 
MY SIDE. 





THANKS TO YOU, 

I WAS ABLE TO TELL 

MY FATHER THAT TM 
NOT A MONSTER. 







YOU'RE 
MY LIFE'S MIRACLE. 
YOU SAVED ME. 













put on probation 
for a week, 









(CC. < 
SE!) 


Жж 






but it was а fairly light 
punishment compared to 2*5 
the Duke's usual attitude 











IF TIME 

PASSES BY AND 

I BECOME AN ADULT, 
ICAN SUCCEED 

M THE 
































BE ABLE TO KEEP 
YOU SAFE. 


Ё 


ლთ. 2 













After t thís 
year's winter, 


QU) 


წ -A fragile Peace 一 1 
ቅ had fallen into place. а 

































































































THANK YOU FOR 
THE HARD WORK, 
YOUNG DUKE. 





WELL DONE, 
SIR PODEN. 










YOU DID GREAT. 
IT WAS INCREDIBLE. 





AH, YOU'VE 
ARRIVED? 








2 
ess 
EN 

EL 













I DON'T KNOW 
WHY YOU'RE SULKING 
AGAIN BUT ONCE YOU 

EAT SOMETHING SWEET, 

YOU'LL FEEL BETTER. 





«WHY DO YOU 
KEEP GIVING SNACKS 
TO THE KNIGHTS? 


| have to be 
good to the knights 
so that they'll be 
good to you! 











BUT THE KNIGHTS 
SOMETIMES LOOK AT YOU 
WITH SLY EYES. 





DID YOU NOT 
SEE HOW THOMSON’S 
FACE TURNED RED? 

















£VEN NOW, 
HE'S BETTER THAN 
HE USED TO BE. 





AIS FACIAL 
EXPRESSIONS HAVE 
BEEN MORE DIVERSE AND 
HE'S ABLE TO EXPRESS HIS 
OPINIONS CLEARLY. 



















WAS I ABOUT TO 
DROOL? 


Ser арени 
Bt RANA 
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/7 TRULY 
ET. /5 A BEAUTIFUL 
А > CASTLE. 















JUST BEING 
WITH YOU. RIGHT 
HERE. 








алы ፍሬህ UIE 

OF THE HESSENWEITZ 
HAS PRESERVED ITS 

UNIQUE ELEGANCE. 





SO HAS THE 
DUKE’S VAST 


© | 22 
| THE HEIR OF THIS 
AN TERRITORY. 


>> 














ЈЕ IT WEREN'T FOR 
THE IMPERIAL FAMILY, 
I WOULD HAVE LIVED MY 
WHOLE LIFE WITHOUT 
MEETING ZACHARY. 













TEN, 
I$ SOMETHING IN 
YOUR EYE? 





| YEAH... BUT ს 
MS NOT COMING 
OUT. 














THAT'S А RELIEF, \ 
IT WAS GIVING ME ] 








IT SEEMS 
LIKE TIME FLEW 
BY QUICKLY. 








ኒው 










I'M GOING TO 
HAVE DINNER WITH 
MY FATHER. 





BUT YOU 
HAVE TO 60. 
















ALSO, 
THE CHEF PROMISED 
THAT THEY WOULD MAKE 
CHOCOLATE ECLAIRS 
FOR ME. 





50 STAND ሀይ 
AND LET'S GET 
GOING. 








THEN... 
CAN YOU HOLD 
MY HAND? 











WHAT- 
BUT YOU'RE NOT EVEN 
ል КІр ANYMORE. 





YOU'RE 50... 
| COME ON AND START 
\ ACTING YOUR AGE. 


HOW MUCH I ACT. 


LIKE ል KID, YOU. DO 
KNOW THAT I CAN'T 
REVOKE THIS 
MARRIAGE. 


| ТРЕЕ. LIKE Y 
14 IM IN ል FRAUDULENT Ja 
MARRIAGE. : 
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LORD HESSENWEITZ. 
GOOD AFTERNOON. 











BOTH ዕጾ YOU, 
TAKE A SEAT. 


he has stopped 
being violent 
towards Him. 












seek acknowledgment 2 


also stopped trying to š 
from His father. 


to properly set 
a line between 













Despite that, 
I can't say that the 
relationship between 
the three of us 


4 T HAVE THE 


> 
ROLE OF BEING THE L 
BUFFER BETWEEN წ 
THOSE TWO. 























HOWEVER, 
AT LEAST IT'S MUCH 
BETTER THAN THE FIRST 
DINNER WE HAD. 


N 

THE ATMOSPHERE 
THAT TIME WAS 
MENACING. 


IT WAS 50 SCARY 
THAT I HAD АМ UPSET 
STOMACH ACHE. T HADNT 
BEEN ABLE TO TOUCH 













ТЕМ, 
ARE YOU COLD 
RIGHT NOW? 












PUT MORE 
FIREWOOD INTO THE 
FIREPLACE. 
































WHAT'S WITH 
THIS SITUATION? 





a _ «There's also 
= another thing that 34 
has changed. 
















the Duke speaks 
to me has become 
much kinder. 





TEMPERATURE 
TO YOUR LIKING 
NOW? 


YES, THANK 
YOU VERY MUCH, 


LORD HESSEN- 
















YOU HAVE 
NEVER SMILED AT ME 
NOR AT YOUR LITTLE 



























ICAN 
SUPPRESS THE 
BARBARIANS. 





EXCUSE ME, 
SIR. 





IT HASN'T 
BEEN LONG SINCE 
THE DUKE RETURNED 
FROM THE WAR. 









|| form minority groups 
outside of the 
Duke's decree. 





Since the past, 
they have been 
targeting the 
Dukedom. 
















That's why 
Zachary has been 
fighting so many 
times the past 
three years, 


ა 








How many days 
have 1 spent been 
nervous about him 
getting hurt? 













LO. 
Periodic suppressions, 

their taxes have been 
reduced ín recent years. 


Some of the 
barbaríans 
wanted peace. 












BUT WE LACK 
A BELLIGERENT 
ARMY... 


















IF THE BARBARIANS 
AND ZACHARY HAPPEN 
TO RUN INTO EACH 





ZACHARY HAVE TO 
GO INTO BATTLE AGAIN 
WHEN IT'S ENOUGH 
TO JUST SEND THE 
KNIGHTS? 





HOWEVER, 
THE BARBARIANS 
FROM THE NORTH 
EXPRESSED THEIR 
CONCERNS. 
















The Imperial family 
adopted the daughter 
of the Blanchet family 
as a companion to 
the little duke. 










em Ορ SERIES 
the Duke and his 
successor, 





their father-son 
relationship seemed 
to have become 
stronger than it was 
in the beginning, 


RU. 
wholdidinotimeaniforn 
ish Want: 


off this way. - 














50 YOU WANT ME 
TO SHOW МҮ SINCERITY 
TOWARDS THE IMPERIAL 
FAMILY? 

















YES, 
SO IT'LL BE EASIER 
FOR YOU TO GET A 
TITLE LATER ON. 





HESSENWEITZ 
HAS RIGHTS TO 
THEIR TITLE. 





SINCE WHEN HAVE 
WE BEEN CONSCIOUS 
TOWARDS THE 
IMPERIAL FAMILY? 














OF COURSE, 
A MEMBER OF THE 
IMPERIAL FAMILY CAN 
REGAIN THE THRONE 
AT ANY TIME. 








BUT THOSE WHO 
HAVE SOMEONE TO 
PROTECT SOMETIMES 
HAVE TO EARN IT. 











SO THAT'S WHAT 
YOU'RE TALKING 
ABOUT. 





YOU UNDERSTOOD 
THE SITUATION 
QUICKLY. 













TO PROTECT ME, 
THEY HAVE TO TRY TO 
PLEASE THE IMPERIAL 
FAMILY. 





WHAT ARE YOU 
SORRY ABOUT? 
ITS NOT YOUR 


муны; 
IT'S BECAUSE 
OF ME. 



















BECAUSE 
OF A GIRL LIKE 
YOU, 


WILL WE SEND THE 
HEIR OF THE DUKE 
DIRECTLY TO THE 
BARBARIANS? 





THE IMPERIAL FAMILY 
5 ALWAYS WARY OF 
HESSENWEITZ AND AFRAID 
THAT THE NORTH WILL 
GAIN INFLUENCE. 













SO THEY WANT TO 
MAKE ROOM FOR PEOPLE 
TO CAUSE TROUBLE AND 
ALLOW THE IMPERIAL 
FAMILY TO INTERVENE. 








THIS ISSUE WITH 
THE BARBARIANS 
JUST HAPPENED 
TO OVERLAP. 


THE INFLUENCE 
WE CURRENTLY HAVE 
IS VERY LITTLE. 














HE'S RIGHT. 





SO IEN, 
DON'T FEEL 
PRESSURED. 












HERE ARE SOME 
CHOCOLATE 




















bier 


illi My 







N 
ჯ 





MARY, 
WHERE'S 


\ w 


A-AH. * 
SHE HAD JUST = 










P. 


ὦ, 


8220022222 مر 
QUITE CHILLY,‏ 15 
BUT SHE WENT OUTSIDE‏ 
WITHOUT EVEN WEAR-‏ 

ING A ROBE. 





SHE LOOKED UPSET, 
$0 I'M WORRIED. 





HEY, ZACHARY. 
WHEN DID YOU 
GET HERE? 
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BE CAREFUL 
NOT TO FALL OFF 
NEXT TIME. 

















I DONT WANT TO 
ב‎ CAUSE HARM 


ГМ NOT 
HELPING ZACHARY = 
AT ALL. 




















HEY, ZACHARY 
WHEN DID YOU 
GET HERE? 





OH, FINE. 
TLL GET 
DOWN. 








T I CAN 
DO THAT NOW, 
RIGHT? 





NO, STAY 
RIGHT WHERE 
YOU ARE. 






















































































WERE YOU 
WORRIED? 














WHY ON EARTH 
DID YOU. CLIMB UP 


THE BABY BIRDS 
FELL OFF. 





SO, I TRIED TO 
RETURN THEM TO 
THEIR NEST... 













UH, ARE YOU 
GOING TO PUT 










7 \ UP TREES DANGER- 
OUSLY. 


























WHY ARE YOU 
SO DOWN? 











IS IT BECAUSE 
OF WHAT FATHER 
SAID WHEN WE WERE 
HAVING OUR MEAL 
EARLIER? 





















GETTING DRAGGED 
ONTO THE BATTLE- 

FIELD, AND IT'S 
ALL MY FAULT. 

















TO BE HONEST, 
I DON'T KNOW WHY 
YOU NEED TO 
SUFFER LIKE 
THAT. / / 





IV 


Ὁ 
III // ттанктм 
CAUSING HARM TO 
N YOU AND ТМ 


SO SORRY. 
















TVE TOLD 
YOU BEFORE, 
НАМЕМТ 12 
























YOU'RE THE 
ONE WHO SAVED 
MY LIFE. 





ТМ КОТА 
¡MONSTER, THERE'S 
:SOMEONE WHO 
INEEDS МЕ... 





‘YOU WERE THE 
ONLY ONE WHO TOLD 
ME I SHOULD LIVE. 








15М7 THAT 
OBVIOUS? HOW ARE 
WOU A MONSTER ` 


ONLY YOU 
LOOKED AT ME AS 
A PERSON. 












YOU MEAN 
A LOT TO МЕ, 
À TEN. 


BELITTLE YOUR- 
SELF. 


50 COULD YOU 


STOP BELITTLING 
YOURSELF? 














I DIDNT 
EXPECT THOSE 
WORDS 70 ይድ 
USED ON ME, 
700. 
















„IT'S REALLY МСЕ ٤ 
TO SPEND TIME WITH 
YOU LIKE THIS. 








COME BACK 


AFTER THE 








VICTORY. 























GET MAD. 





BE DAMAGED. OR ГЦ. 


፳ 
8 
É 
§ 
5 


OF YOUR HAIR SHOULD 



















ZA-ZACHARY, 
PEOPLE ARE 
WATCHING.. .! 


BE SEEING YOU 
FOR A WHOLE 
MONTH. 





< 
еже 
“> 
=° 
a> 
თხ 
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ህን 


COME BACK 
SAFELY. 





















































COMES TO MANAGING 








THAT MEANS 

YOU THINK THAT EF 

ГМ THE LADY OF == 
THE HOUSE... 


ШШ 











6 





THE IMPERIAL 
FAMILY RECOM- 
MENDED COUNTESS 
LAUREN TO BE IN 


CHARGE OF YOUR / 
EDUCATION 

















IF IT'S 


7 AUNT FROM MY WIFE'S 

FAMILY. SHE'S ALSO LADY 
OF THE HOUSE OF THE 
LAUREN FAMILY 















RECENTLY 
THEY WERE TRYING 
TO IMPRESS THE IMPERIAL 

FAMILY, BUT I NEVER TH- 
OUGHT THEY'D BUTT 
INTO THIS KIND 

OF MATTER 









IM SURE THE Ξ 
DUKE HAS MIS 5/5- 


II 0 | 


` MAYBE MY 
SISTER WILL BE 





| “ყი... 
| Еа ухеаатиа 102۳2 | 
| دقع‎ 6) 116166 61810) 
TEMER E 
UO imperial s 




















YOU'RE 
THE WIFE OF 
A YOUNG DUKE, 
5ዕ 1 BELIEVE YOU 
KNOW WHAT 





I UNDER- 
STAND. THANK YOU, |. 
YOUR GRACE. > 





A 


% 
ሯ 
= 





THIS IS A 
CHANCE GIVEN BY 
THE DUKE. 









AND STEP 
AWAY FROM MY 


ი. 

























YOUNG LADY, 
COUNTESS LAUREN 
HAS ARRIVED. 


ІСАМТ 
BELIEVE SHE 
CHOSE TO COME 
=N WHEN IT’S TIME 
N TO EAT... 













"STOP EATING 
AND COME GREET 
ME PERSONALLY.” IM 
SURE THIS IS WHAT 
YOU MEANT. 














LET'S GO 
AND MEET HER 
FACE-TO-FACE 





go дано! 
lat RANA 
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NICE TO MEET YOU, 
LADY BLANCHET. 





SHOULDN'T SHE CALL ME 
МАРУ HESSENWEITZ’? 





4 YOU'RE CALLING 
2 = | ME THE WRONG TITLE 
ON PURPOSE TO PUT 

ME IN MY PLACE. 















LADY BLANCHET 
IS A VERY BEAUTIFUL 
PERSON. 








ALTHOUGH WE 

CAN’T DO ANYTHING 
ABOUT HOW WEAK THE 
SOUTHERNERS ARE... 







/ SHE'S 
0 ALREADY 50 
77. ANNOYING. 


U 








pa | { 4 ۳ 
I in Treubh C 
Jecause 
My Hushand, 


1 is se Cule 


+ 


LADY BLANCHET \—— 
MUST NOT ВЕ VERY |] ` 





FAMILIAR WITH THE / 
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IN DEEP 
CONSIDERATION OF 
LADY BLANCHET, 












I VISITED YOU 
PERSONALLY UNDER 
THE ORDERS OF THE 
EMPEROR. 



























I DO NOT 
BELIEVE THAT 
ANYONE KNOWS THE 
DUKE BETTER THAN І DO. 
MY SISTER HAPPENED TO 

BE THE MISTRESS OF 
THIS DUCHY. 










AHA; 
IS THAT SO? TM 
SO GRATEFUL. 











ARE YOU REALLY 
BEING CONSIDERATE TO 
SOMEONE WHEN YOU'RE 
INTERRUPTING DURING 
THEIR MEALTIME? 


















WELL, |5 THERE 
ANY PARTICULAR REASON 
WHY COUNTESS LARSEN 
WOULD DO ALL THIS 


BECAUSE 
TM THE AUNT 
OF THE LITTLE 

DUKE. 


SO THE 
HESSENWEITZ 
DUCHY IS LIKE A 
HOME IN MY 
HEART. 















HOME IN 
YOUR HEART, 7 
YOU GOING TOO 
FAR? 



















DEAR 
LADY BLANCHET, 
TD LIKE TO EXPLAIN 
ONE BY ONE ABOUT THE 
DUCHY. THE HISTORY IS 
VERY PROFOUND. 






YOU MAY 
NOT KNOW, LADY 
BLANCHET, BUT WINTER 

IS A SEASON FULL 
OF MAGIC. 






AS WINTER 
COMES TO AN END, 
THE BEASTS WILL 
PRISE. 












THE LITTLE 
DUKE WILL DEFEAT 
THE BEASTS BY 
HIMSELF. 






UNLIKE THE 
WEAK, SOUTHERN 
NOBLES. 







20 YOU 
THINK I DON'T 
KNOW THAT? 





















THERE ARE 
MANY HIGH-STATUS 
FAMILIES IN THE NORTH, 
AND MANY LADIES, LIKE 
STARS, ARE GLARING 
AT YOU. 





IN FACT, 
IF IHAD THE CHANCE, 
I WOULD LIKE TO SEND 
MY DAUGHTER TO THE 
LITTLE DUKE AS 
WELL. 


















HONESTLY, 
ГМ EXTREMELY 
WORRIED ABOUT 




































NO MATTER 
HOW URGENT THE 
EMPEROR WAS TO GET 
THE LITTLE DUKE OF 
HESSENWEITZ 
MARRIED, 



















THE BLANCHET 
FAMILY ۱5 MERELY ል 
NAMELESS SOUTHERN, | 
VISCOUNT FAMILY. //! 









BUT THE LADY 
WAS ORDERED TO 
BE THE WIFE OF THE 
GREAT LITTLE DUKE. 






І НОРЕ 
YOU DON'T FEEL 

PRESSURED OR HAVE 
DIFFERENT FEELINGS 
TOWARDS YOUR 
FAMILY. 











WHAT DID 
7 JUST HEAR? 


+ CAN STAND THE 
CRITICISM TOWARDS 
SOUTHERN NOBLES AND 
THE CHATTER ABOUT 
ME AND 5 
RELATIONSHIP. 


SHE'S 
ZACHARY S 
































т! 





- _ GUTICANT 2 
STAND HER TALKING 
+ ABOUT MY PARENTS. 





I DIDN'T | 
WANT TO SAY THIS, ٢ 
BUT YOU'RE BEING /“ 

PRESUMPTUOUS. 









«WHAT DID 





























ГМ FROM А 

NAMELESS VISCOUNT 
FAMILY IN THE SOUTH, I E: 
WAS BORN INTO WEAK- 
NESS BUT ALSO WITH 
WARMTH. 












I THOUGHT 
THAT YOU WERE GOING 
TO GIVE ME ADVICE ON 
MY ORIGINS SINCE YOU. 
WERE CHOSEN BY THE 
IMPERIAL FAMILY. 










WHO'S THE 
RUDE ONE? 






OF COURSE 
ZWAS GOING 
TO GIVE YOU 













ARE YOU 
SUGGESTING THAT 

AS MANY LADIES AS 
STARS HAVE FOUGHT 
OVER MY HUS- 
BAND? 














THAT'S WEIRD. 
YOU THINK THAT'S 
ADVICE TO TELL TO 
SOMEONE'S WIFE. 























‘LADY BLANCHET 
IS FAR SHORT OF THE 
DUKE OF HESSENWEITZ, 
BUT SHE HAS THE SIDE 
OF THE EMPEROR, SO SHE 


BEAT ALL THE LADIES AND / 


BECAME THE WIFE OF 
THE LITTLE DUKE." 








































THIS 15 HOW 
I INTERPRETED 
WHAT COUNTESS 
LAUREN SAID. 










BY ANY 
CHANCE, DID I 
GET SOMETHING 





COURSE NOT. 
HOW COULD YOU BE 

SO MALICIOUS TO A Y 
KIND WOMAN! 














IF THE COUNTESS 
DIDN'T MEAN ANY HARM OR 
FELT THAT IT WAS INSULTING, 
፲ CMM TELL MY HUSBAND 
AND FATHER-IN-LAW 





N-NO! LADY 
BLANCHET, 17 










IT'S NOT LADY 
BLANCHET, IT'S LADY 
HESSENWEITZ. 















AT THE COMMAND 
OF THE EMPEROR, 
I BECAME A MEMBER 
OF THE GLORIOUS FAMILY 
OF HESSENWETTZ A 
LONG TIME AGO. 















IF I DONT HAVE 
ANY OF MY POWER, 

ያሂረ AT LEAST USE THE 
POWER OF THE LITTLE 
DUKES WIFE. 

















THE COUNTESS 
COULDN'T POSSIBLY 
IGNORE THE MARRIAGE 

THAT THE EMPEROR 
HIMSELF HAD 
ARRANGED. 





DON’T TELL ME 
YOU'VE MADE A 
MISTAKE WITH YOUR 
PETTY SELF. 


















BESIDES, 
ГМ ALREADY LEGALLY 
THE ONLY WIFE OF 
THE YOUNG DUKE. 





ISN'T TREATING 
ME LIKE THIS ALSO 
CONSIDERED AN INSULT 
TO MY HUSBAND, 
THE YOUNG DUKE? 











DOES THE COUNTESS 
THINK THAT MY TREATMENT 
TOWARDS YOU IS INCORRECT 

AS THE HOSTESS OF / 
THIS FAMILY? 



























TM GLAD 
THAT THE COUNTESS 
AND I HAVE BOTH 

REACHED AN 
AGREEMENT. 























MY HELP..2 


HOW TO GOVERN THE 
DUKE'S INTERNAL 
AFFAIRS? 










IN MY OPINION, 
MS A LITTLE RUDE TO 
SAY THIS, BUT... 

















I WAS WONDERING 
IF IT WAS A GOOD IDEA 
FOR A MERE RELATIVE TO 
GET INVOLVED IN THE 
DUCHY’S INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 
SHOULD I JUST LET IT 
STAY PRIVATE? 


























ТАМ THE 

ONE IN CHARGE OF 
THE DUKE'S INTERNAL 
AFFAIRS. 










I WANT TO 
MAKE SURE THAT 
YOWRE THERE TO 























96; 


ШӘ „СЩ DON'T YOU AGREE? | 
















































Since then, 
Ellie has been having 
a war of nerves with 
Countess Lauren. 





The Countess somehow 

tried to meddle into the 

) Duke's internal affairs, 
WÎ but it didn’t go her way. | 





OPEN THIS DOOR 
RIGHT NOW! 











BUT THIS IS THÉ 
PREVIOUS DUCHESS’ 
ROOM. 





ITS 
OFF LIMITS. 


TM LADY 
HESSENWEITZ’S 
EDUCATION 


CAN'T YOU 
OPEN /7 NOW? 





SFX: Snatch - 






















































































SFX: Clack Clack WELL-OFF. 
















YOU MUST 

HAVE BEEN LIVING SFX: Tsk 
YOUR LIFE SCRIBBLING 
PICTURES. 








WHAT 
GOOD LUCK 
YOU HAVE. 










I TOLD YOU 
TO REPLACE ALL 
THE RUGS ON THE 
FLOOR WITH NEW ONES, 
WHY CANT YOU FOLLOW 


INSTRUCTIONS? 





SFX: Startled 








50, 
ARE YOU GOING 
72 REPLACE IT 

































ALRIGHT, 


REPLACE IT. 








WHAT IS 
ALL THIS FUSS 
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WHAT 
IS GOING ON 
HERE? 














2 


I ONLY TAUGHT 
A LESSON TO A LOWLY 
RUDE SERVANT. 

















VCV 
CAN LEAVE 
NOW. 
























„YES, 
YOUNG MISS. 









BEHAVING 
VIOLENTLY. 


I DONT BELIEVE 
15 SOMETHING A NOBLE 
LADY WOULD DO. 
















YOU SHOULDN'T 
LET THOSE LOWLY 
SERVANTS STEP OVER 
YOUR HEAD, YOU NEED 
TO DISCIPLINE- THEM 
FIRMLY. 















I DO NOT 
THINK IT’S ANY 
OF YOUR BUSINESS 
AS AN OUTSIDER, 
















፲ BELIEVE THAT 

WE CAME TO AN 
AGREEMENT ON THIS 
ISSUE BEFORE. 





ТМ JUST 
TRYING TO HELP LADY 
HESSEWEITZ... 














DO YOU 
NOT KNOW THAT 
THIS ROOM IS OFF 
LIMITS? 























TO THINK THAT. 
ALL OF THIS WAS 
THE PREVIOUS DUCHESS’ 
ROOM, SUCH A BIG 
ROOM. 

















«THERE ARE SO 
MANY PAINTINGS 
INSIDE. 











YES, 
THE PREVIOUS 
DUCHESS’ HOBBY 
WAS PAINTING. 
































წი ZACHARY - 

= NEVER TALK ABOUT. == 
THE DUCHESS 

AT ALL. 


7 


p 
y... < 
ლოი EVEN IF I < 


3S τόκον = 
— WHAT KIND OF PERSON = 
SHE WAS ICANT... << 
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ТО AT LEAST - 
= SEE A RACE == 
22, 

OF HER. С 


t თრ. 






















REALLY GOOD 
AT PAINTING BUT 
SHE DOES NOT HAVE 
A LOT OF FINISHED 
ONES. 














THIS CROQUIS BOOK... 
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OF ZACHARY 
— OR THE DUKE. 





I WONDER IF 
THERE'S A STORY 
BEHIND IT. 















AH, THERE’S A 
PORTRAIT LEFT OF 
THE MADAM IN THE 
‘PORTRAIT ROOM’. 


‘PORTRAIT ROOM’? 















So fan it’s 
been a room 
with all of the 
Duke's people 






= and the room 
where Zachary and 
T's portrait will be 
hung? | 


= 2 








BUT, I HAVE 
NEVER ONCE ENTER- 
ED THAT ROOM 
BEFORE. 











YOU SAID. THAT 
THE PREVIOUS DUCHESS 
PAINTED PORTRAITS 


WHOSE PORTRAIT 
DID SHE PAINT? 

















IT'S 

PROBABLY A 
PAINTING OF THE 
YOUNG DUKE 








THAT... 
I HAVE NEVER 
BEEN IN THERE 

BEFORE. ^ 









HAVEN'T YOU 
BEEN WORKING HERE 
FOR ALONG TIME 


MAID IS USUALLY IN 
CHARGE OF THAT 
ROOM... 


HMM, 
ANYWAYS I 


























I HEARD 
THAT YOU. 
CALLED ME. 



















І HEARD 
THAT COUNT 
ROLEN'S WIFE 
MESSED WITH MY 
WIFE'S ROOM. 4 



























































TM SORRY. 
TVE PUT IT ON THE 
LINE, SO IT WON'T 
HAPPEN AGAIN. 






“ΝΟ, 
I DIDN'T MEAN TO 
REPRIMAND YOU. 










COUNTESS LAUREN'S 
ARROGANCE IS GOING 


IT'S BECAUSE 
OF MY THOUGHT- 
LESSNESS. 














SHE’S TO BRAZEN FOR 
ል WOMAN WHO WIELDS HER 
STATUS AS THE QUEEN OF 
THE IMPERIAL FAMILY. 













AND SINCE 
YOU'VE SEEN 
THE ROOM, 









WOULDN'T YOU BE 
CURIOUS ABOUT THAT 
‘PORTRAIT ROOM’ THAT'S 
WHY X CALLED YOU. 





YOU. 
MUST BE 
CURIOUS. 


YOU. THE TRUTH, 
YES. 















































































I WAS THINKING 
ABOUT SHOWING 
YOU THE ‘PORTRAIT | 

ROOM’ SOON. Д" 



































OF COURSE, 
IT'S TIME FOR YOU 
TO SEE THAT 
ROOM. 


ANYWAYS, 
ZACHARY ADORES 
YOU. А LOT TOO. 





























I TOO... 







































к 


አሎ. 








OH, WHAT S 




















DUKE, ARE 
YOU. PERHAPS 
NOT FEELING 


„мо; 
لچ‎ IT'S NOT LIKE 























THAT'S ALL, 
YOU CAN LEAVE 
NOW. 





























ANYWAYS? | 
FERNS | 
۱21۸822722 | 














HE DUKE HAD ZERO‏ لب 


3 INTEREST IN ME. 
.. 


ха 


BUT WHAT 
WAS THAT MEDICINE 








| THE DUKE SAID 
THAT HE WAS 
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იდ had reached its height 
| recently. 

























IF YOU DON'T 

GET THE NUMBER OF THE 

DAGGERS YOU PREPARED 

FOR THE KNIGHTS RIGHT, 

THEN WHAT SHOULD 
I po? 








TO SAY THAT, 

I THINK THE BUDGET 
ALLOCATED BY THE 

COUNTESS IS A LITTLE 

UNREASONABLE. 







THERE'S THE UTTLE 
DUKE! 









WHAT 
DID YOU SAY? 












EVEN IF WE 
DON'T CARE FOR 
THE KNIGHTS, 








CAN'T HE SOLVE 
EVERYTHING WITH THE 

POWER OF WINTER 
HE HAS?! 


DO YOU 
REALLY MEAN THAT 
RIGHT NOW? 























+ WAS THERE 
WHEN THE LITTLE 
DUKE WAS STILL ል 
YOUNG BOY. 











I NEVER FORGOT 
WHEN THE PEOPLE 
IN THE NORTH CALLED 
THE LITTLE DUKE A 
“MONSTER” 






წ. საა ር. 
BUT NOW, YOU'RE SAYING 
TES OKAY BECAUSE ჩია. 
THE POWER OF WINTER? 


AN 







2 
I'VE MADE 
A MISTAKE... 





= 
= 






THAT'S NOT 
WHAT І MEANT... 





ARE YOU 
SURPRISED? 








десацке 
My Hush and, 
¿1850 6 














WHAT? 
15 THE CONQUEST 
ALREADY OVER? 









IHAD TO 
PUSH THROUGH 
BECAUSE I MISSED 
YOU. 
















BUT WHAT ABOUT 
THE OTHER KNIGHTS, 
DID YOU COME 


THEY’RE CHASING 
\ ME FROM BEHIND. 















I CAME HERE ALONE. 
I THINK THEY WILL 
pA ARRIVE TOMORROW? # 





Ж 
= 






THE HEIR 
OF THE DUCHY 
RETURNED FIRST 
ON HIS OWN. 


ა IE IT WAS | 
_ JUST A DAY APART, | | 
YOU COULD HAVE 
= JUST ARRIVED 

WITH THEM! 











| ۰ 0۵۷۵۵۸ Τ5 
VISIT THE DUKE? ES 














NO, 
I CAME STRAIGHT 
HERE AS SOON AS 
I RETURNED. 






DUZ 


OH MY бор, 2 
dou SHOULD VE / 
Ὃ πως 


“ረው E PRST 





WELL, 
ISN'T FATHER 
SOMEONE I CAN 
SEE ANYTIME? 






















DOESN'T 
THAT APPLY TO 


YOU REALLY Y 
CAME HERE WITHOUT 
RESTING FIRST. 


YOU LOOK 
TIRED. 





I SEE YOU 5 
DAY AND NIGHT ۸ 











GO MEET THE DUKE 
Д FIRST THEN COME BACK 























COMPARED TO ME, 
YOU LIKE ME ON A 

DIFFERENT LEVEL AND 
I'M AWARE OF THAT. 









BUT YOUR 
SWEETNESS /5 50 
SWEET THAT... 
[27 
MY HEART FREEZES 
WHENEVER T REALISE 


THAT WARMTH /5 NOT A 
SIGN OF YOUR LOVE. 








NEVERTHELESS, 
YOU'RE THE ONLY LIGHT 
IN MY LIFE... 


“ 
5 
= a 








I WAS GOING TO 
GIVE LADY HESSENWEITZ 
SOME ADVICE FOR 
YOUR SAKE, 


YET HOW 
COULD SHE 
DO THIS? 





























LADY HESSENWEITZ 
INSULTED ME. AND IN FRONT 
OF THE MAIDS TOO! 


I WAS 
MERELY TRYING 


WRONG THEN. 











š 
8 


SOMEONE WHO 
GETS ANGRY 
EASILY. 










AND I HEARD 
WHAT AUNT SAID 
EARLIER. 


















YOU ASKED IF 
፲ COULD SOLVE ALL 
THE PROBLEMS WITH 
THE POWER OF WINTER, 
AM I RIGHT? 





YOU'VE ALWAYS 
THOUGHT OF ME’, 
WELL, I THINK 1 KNOW 
EXACTLY WHAT YOU 
THOUGHT OF ME. 












AN ALL-AROUND 
MONSTER THAT SOLVES 
PEOPLE'S TROUBLES. 








I WAS SIMPLY GLAD 
THAT THE LITTLE DUKE 
IS POWERFUL. 


IT'S A NOBLE 
POWER. 














IF THE 
POWER OF WINTER 
IS SO NOBLE, 





WHY HAVE I 
LIVED WITH CONTEMPT 
ALL THESE YEARS? 





HESSENWEITZ 
SUCCESSOR?! 


No one else 
besides Ellie, 
















there wasn’t 
а single person in 
the North who didn’t 
despise me. 





















I WILL NO 
LONGER TOLERATE 
SUCH RUDENESS 


LIKE YOUR ACTIONS 
TODAY. 












HOW DARE ል WOMAN 
IN THE NORTH ARGUE 

AGAINST THE FUTURE LADY 
OF HESSENWEITZ? 








LITTLE DUKE! 
IAM YOUR AUNT! 









ა  HOWCOMD © 
NEN You 00 mis 
TO ME?! 











TLL REPORT 
THIS MATTER 
TO HIS MAJESTY, 

THE EMPEROR, AS 


AHA, EMPEROR. 











YOU. SEEM 
TO HAVE FORGOTTEN 
WHO OWNS THE LAND 
YOU'RE LIVE IN. 








-— ων 2 








WH-WHAT KIND 
OF PRESSURE...! 









ALL THE 
ARISTOCRATS IN THE 
NORTH HAVE PLEDGED 
ALLEGIANCE TO 
HESSENWEITZ. 





I AM ENDURING 
YOUR ARROGANCE ONLY 
BECAUSE MY MOTHER 15 
FROM YOUR FAMILY. 





50, 
1 HOPE YOU DON'T 
FORGET. 







ARE EXERTING 
CONSIDERABLE 
PATIENCE. 


ν 






GO BACK. 





























wer жаны! 
Ar RANA 

са?! 
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IN THIS MATTER, 
WILL IT BE ALRIGHT TO 
CUT OFF THE IMPERIAL 
FAMILY'S LIMBS? _ 


ΤΕΝ, 
I FEEL SLEEPY. 














= اند‎ 
THOSE BEASTS WILL 
APPEAR IN MY 










HE WAS 
WEARING A CALM 
FACE, BUT 


= == 
HED 
BEEN THROUGH A 


LOT OF TOUGH BATTLES ` 
AND CAME BACK TO 


WHAT 
SHOULD I 


“መ Ft ۳ 
په‎ GE 





I THINK 
IF IEN SINGS ME 
ል LULLABY, TLL BE 
ABLE TO SLEEP 















KNOW HOW YOU - 
CONTINUE TO ACT 
LIKE A CHILD. 





















I CAN'T 
SAY ANYTHING. 
FINE, 


LET'S GO 
TO YOUR ROOM. 





Husbhand, 
бір 


| 696 


ყ 


M 























ТМ THE ONE 
WHO TOLD HIM TO 
WASH UP FIRST, 












NO, 
ZACHARY /5 LIKE 
MY BROTHER! 





I 
You-you've 
Finished? / 











τετ 


e 


ZACHARY, 
LIE DOWN ON 























YOU. 
PROMISED ME 
YOU. WON'T GET 
HURT. 
















ТМ SORRY, 
BUT I CAN'T JUST 
LET THE KNIGHTS 

\ LEAD THE WAR. «ΠΡ 





DIDN’T IT 
HURT WHEN YOU 
WASHED IT? 


GET ሀሁ 
FOR A WHILE SO 
I CAN PUT ON ል 

BANDAGE. 
















NOW, YOU PUT 
ON A BANDAGE 
WELL. 





THANKS 
TO SOMEONE, 











OF COURSE. 


а 
(00 גא‎ T. 





THE LULLABY. Ш 


v 


2۵۸۲ TELL ^ 


FR SS MEYOUWERE 2 
|! ა BEING SERIOUS 


WITH THAT. 


= ¿a 



















DONT 
TELL ME YOWRE 
NOT GOING TO DO IT 
EVEN THOUGH YOU 
SAID YOU'D DO IT 
BEFORE? 














а 
14 





THE MOONLIGHT BLANKET 15 COMFORTIN 
















.. THANK YOU 
VERY MUCH FOR | 
TODAY. 


| | SLEEP WELL, 
| НАМЕ ል NICE 
DREAM. 

























YOUR GRACE, 
THE YOUNG DUKE 


₪ THREATENED ME! 
7 

















SO FAR, 
I'VE HEARD OF 
YOUR BEHAVIOUR 
THAT YOU'VE BEEN 
RUDE TO ELLIE. 





FOR A HUSBAND 
TO PROTECT HIS WIFE 
IS A SURE THING. 






SO, THAT PROBLEM, 
IT’S NONE OF MY 
BUSINESS. 
















FURTHERMORE, 
YOU DARED TO ENTER 
ΜΥ WIFE'S ROOM 
ON PURPOSE? 









I DIDN'T 
MEAN TO DO 
THAT... / 

























YOU'RE 
ZACHARY’S 
AUNT. 





EVEN IF 
WE AREN’T 
BLOOD-RELATED, 
YOU'RE MY WIFE'S 
RELATIVE. 








ZACHARY WILL 

















BE RESISTING, 
== STAY AWAY 
= | | FROM THE EDUCATION 
CESA DEPARTMENT WHILE 
YOU'RE. AT IT. 






































== 
= 







ESPECIALLY THE 
CROWN PRINCE WHO 


PLACE OF THE SICK 
EMPEROR. 





7 № ა 


НЕ IS LOOKING | 
АТ МЕ WITH EYES 
SIMILAR ТО А 
SNAKE... 





AREN’T YOU 
LEAVING? 
















IF YOU WANT 
TO BE DRAGGED OUT 
BY THE KNIGHTS THEN 
DO #5 YOU PLEASE. 


I WILL ΒΕ 
TAKING MY LEAVE. 









© Countess Rolen was 
¢ expelled less than $ 
a month later. 





OH MY, LOOK, 
IT'5 SNOWING. 








IT SNOWED 
ALL NIGHT YES- 


TERDAY. 















WHERE |5 THE 
YOUNG DUKE? 


HE LEFT EARLY ' 

IN THE MORNING TO | 

TAKE A LOOK AROUND 
THE ESTATE. 















IF I HAD KNOWN 
IT WOULD SNOW THAT 
MUCH І WOULD'VE 
SEEN HIM OFF. 








ZACHARY’S 
HARD WORKING 
APPEARANCE IS JUST. 
LIKE HIM BUT... 


£ I WOULD LIKE IT 


FOR HIM TO COME , 
BACK FAST. 
۲ e 
Ww y" 


Lo 
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۳ د 















WHY ARE YOU. 


> 
THERE WAS А LOT OF 
SNOW THAT FELL SO 
THERE WAS A LOT FOR 
ME TO INSPECT. 












I FELT LIKE IT'S 
BEEN ል WHILE SINCE 
TVE LAST DRAWN 
SOMETHING. 


AREN’T 
CARICATURES A 
LADY’S CULTURE? 


COME 
OVER HERE, 
YOUR HAIR [5 















I SMELL THE > κ 
ს SCENT OF SNOW | 
ON YOU. 












წ” ына 
KIND OF SMELL 
IS THAT? 


HMM, IT'S COLD, 
AND COOL... WELL, | @ 

THAT KIND OF > 
SMELL. 








ISN'T THE COLD 
AND COOLNESS COMING 
FROM YOUR SENSE OF 
TOUCH RATHER THAN 
FROM YOUR NOSE? 











I LOOK AT IT, - 
IT SEEMS YOU DON'T | 

HAVE MUCH INTEREST / 
IN DRAWINGS. 













TO BE HONEST, 
THEY'RE KIND OF 
BORING. 











ALRIGHT, ALRIGHT. 
THAT MUST BE TRUE. 








Mყ Husbhand, 


i کا‎ Se C 
Wer _ зна 
IAE RANA 
me 
eg 






IS HE 























75 GREAT THAT Т. 
THE DUKE ACKNOWLEDGES لکا‎ 
ZACHARY, BUT I FEEL LIKE 

HE'S WORKING HIM 
TOO MUCH. 










































INSPECTING 





























MY LADY, THE DUKE, 
SAID HE WOULD LIKE TO 
SHOW YOU THE ‘ROOM 
OF PORTRAITS’. 


„REALLY? 
ALRIGHT. 














Z DIDN'T THINK. 
THAT HE WOULD CALL 
FOR ME WHEN ZACHARY 
ISNT EVEN HERE. 









50, THIS IS 
THE ROOM OF 

















ALSO, SHE 
KIND OF LOOKS 
UKE ZACHARY. 


MY WIFE. 


ወ 
2 
z 
2 
E 
E 


5 A PORTRAIT OF 


THIS PERSON 
MIGHT BE... 











HESSENWEITZ... 














WHAT IS YOUR 
IMPRESSION AFTER 
SEEING MY WIFE'E 
PORTRAIT? 


THE PREVIOUS 
1 DUCHESS WAS 
“ს AN EXTREMELY 
5 BEAUTIFUL LADY. 


IT SEEMS LIKE 
ZACHARY RESEMBLES 
HIS MOTHER. 






















ZACHARY INHERITED 
A LOT OF HIS LOOKS 
FROM HIS MOTHER. 


















SHE WAS 
ል BEAUTIFUL AND 
VIRTUOUS LADY. 







ALTHOUGH 
፲ DON’T BELIEVE SHE 
WAS VERY HAPPY, 











I NOW SOMETIMES 
HAVE THOUGHTS THAT 
MAYBE HER DEATH 
WASN'T MY NOR MY 
SON'S FAULT. 


YOUR | 
EXCELLENCY. 





ჩინ YOU 
INTERESTED IN 
THAT PAINTING? 













IF YOU'RE 

INTERESTED IN THAT 

PAINTING, THEN YOU 
CAN 60 AND TAKE 

პ A LOOK. fi | 























THIS PICTURE 
WAS PAINTED BY MY 
WIFE WHO WITNESSED 
ል MONSTER. 






































-.PARDON? 


ABOUT HOW MY WIFE 
PASSED AWAY? 




















WHY ARE YOU 





ааа Ισ г 











ZACHARY'S ነ 
EXPRESSION 15 | 
VERY COLD. 













SHE IS ል 
MEMBER OF OUR 

FAMILY, SO SHE HAS. 
THE RIGHT TO 60 

INTO THE ROOM 
















HAVE ASKED ME 
ABOUT THIS BEFORE 
SHOWING IEN THESE 
PORTRAITS? 










IT SEEMS LIKE 

BECAUSE YOU'RE THE 
HEIR THAT YOU'VE LOST 
YOUR MANNERS WHEN 
SPEAKING TO YOUR 
FATHER. 
















I BELIEVE THAT 
THIS ISN'T SOMETHING 
THAT YOU SHOULD 
SAY TO ME. 


YOU'VE BECOME 
VERY BRAZEN 
THESE DAYS. 













I BELIEVE 
YOU. ALSO NEED TO 
THINK A BIT MORE 
ABOUT YOUR 
MOTHER. 





THAT'S JUST ል 
PROBLEM BETWEEN 
ME AND MY 
MOTHER. 














HOWEVER, 
ТАМ ADELAIDE'S | 
HUSBAND. 







WOULDN'T 

THE PERSON, 

WHO LOST THEIR WIFE, 

COME TO DESPISE THE 

PERSON RESPONSIBLE 
FOR ი? 











I'VE JUST MADE 
HUGE MISTAKE. 





2 
ს 
ὃν 


OWN WHIM. 
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I JUST WANTED 
TO SHOW YOU MY 
GOOD SIDE. 


















AND SO, 
THAT'S WHY... 








«THERE ARE 
SO MANY THINGS 
I DON'T WANT TO 
TELL YOU. 











AT THIS RATE, 
EVEN THOUGH L KNOW 
YOU WON'T, 





WHEN I THINK 
ABOUT IT, ГМ STILL 
SCARED THAT YOU 
WILL HATE ME. 





















WHY WOULD ХА 
| ፲ HATE YOU? 






YOU, YOU STILL 
DON’T KNOW A LOT 
ABOUT ME. 
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22 
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I'M SORRY, 
ZACHARY. 




























































I NEVER MEANT 
TO FORCE YOU. 


JUST A BIT 
CURIOUS. 




















IF THE DAY 

WHEN YOU WANT 
TO TELL ME ABOUT 
YOUR STORY... YOU 
CAN TELL ME AT 
THAT TIME. 













IDON'T 
WANT TO SEE 
YOU. SUFFER 
ALONE. 











WHATEVER 
YOU DO, YOU CAN 
DO IT WHENEVER 








BECAUSE 
I CAN WAIT UNTIL 
YOU WANT TO SAY 
IT YOURSELF. 






















































































SFX: Tremble SHOULD 


I REALLY TELL 


THE STORY? 


THOSE EYES 
LOOKING AT 
ME, WILL THEY 
DESPISE ME? 








WOULDN'T SHE 
FEEL FRIGHTENED? 














THE REASON WHY 
MY FATHER CALLED ME A 
‘MONSTER’ IS BECAUSE... 










AS EXPECTED, 
YOU SHOULD KNOW 
ABOUT THIS. 




























































































ГМ... TERRIFIED 
I CAN'T ENDURE IT 
ANYMORE. 








For a long tíme 
in my nightmares, 
I would always see my 
mother curse me with 
those cold, crazy 


eyes of hers. 





IF II WEREN'T FOR 
YOU... T WOULDN'T 
HAVE ENDED UP 
THIS WAY. 


I couldn’t make 
any sort of excuse 
for my mother, 


That's because 
the person who ruined 
everything was me. 













THE DRAWING THAT 
MY MOTHER DREW WAS 
THE TIME WHEN I WENT 
ON A RAMPAGE. 







EVEN BACK THEN, 
I COULDN'T CONTROL 
MY EMOTIONS. 










TO THE POINT 
WHERE SHE THOUGHT IT 





IN THE END, THE ONE 
WHO PUT MY MOTHER 
TO DEATH WAS ME. 


















SO, THE REASON 
WHY MY FATHER 
DESPISES ME... 





TRUTHFULLY, 
T CAN UNDER- 
STAND HIM. 








HAVE BEEN HARD 
FOR YOU. 





















IT MUST HAVE 
BEEN HARD TO TELL, 
THANK YOU FOR LET- 
TING ME HEAR IT. 





YOU'RE HURT 
TOO, 5ሀፐ 





UNTIL NOW 
NO ONE EVER TOOK 
YOUR SIDE. 





THAT'S WHY, TLL BE 
BY YOUR SIDE. 









۹ 
EVEN IF EVERYONE 
IN THE WORLD IS NOT 
ON YOUR SIDE, T'LL 
STAY HERE. 











50 DON'T MAKE 
THAT FACE ANYMORE. 
OKAY? 


























١ 
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* 
H MY, 
ZACHARY. 


/ 
/ 
/ 












WHAT SHOULD 
I DO, YOU'RE CRYING 
SO MUCH 














I DIDN'T 
MEAN TO MAKE 


MY MIRACLE. 


MY SALVATION. 


223526 7 


πρ) تې‎ 11:53 
182515 2 757 
ӨР бө 7711 7 








енінен € 
_ ፦ ἊΝ 
P е 
3 BUT SINCE YOU 3 
TOLD ME ЧТ ISN'T N 
1 YOUR FAULT’... ჭე 

















YOU CAN CRY TO 
YOUR HEART'S CONTENT, 
BUT IN EXCHANGE, YOU 
CAN ONLY CRY IN 
FRONT OF ME. 



















I DON'T KNOW 
WHAT YOU'RE SORRY 
FOR, BUT IF YOU'RE REALLY 
SORRY THEN BECOME 
MY MODEL. 










YEAH, LATELY 
T'VE BEEN STARTING 













I WANT TO 
DRAW YOU. 





Y 
By 
۱ 















































SFX: Scratch x2 











WHY ОМ 
EARTH DID IDO | — 
THAT BEFORE? / 


SFX: Blush 










TO SHOW THAT 
KIND OF SHAMEFUL 
BEHAVIOR TO ELLIE WHO 
IS TWO YEARS YOUNG- 
ER THAN ME... 










































SFX: Gently... 
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SY // 
წ 72 


(SHE'S TOO CUTE! 
ور‎ 


- ₪ 
War " © 


6 
" 
ALY 
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BUT, WHY סוס‎ 
YOU DECIDE TO 
DRAW ME? 





























































































AH, IT'S BECAUSE 
YOUR PORTRAIT WASN'T 
HUNG UP IN THE POR- 
TRAIT ROOM. 









50, I WANTED 
TO DRAW YOU AND 
HANG IT UP... 


WITH MY SKILL, 
I CAN'T CAPTURE 
YOUR HANDSOMENESS 





L 501 ዘሬ 
al 2. 


























SFX: Hmm- x2 





BEFORE ZACHARY 
COMES BACK, I SHOULD 
SEX: Open CHANGE THE FLOWERS 
"das IN HIS OFFICE. 








-- ач 
SFX: Hm? 








WHAT IS THIS, 


SO EMBARRASSING. | | 
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ZACHARY? 





















WHERE'S 


I DIDN'T 
EXPECT THE DUKE 
TO ACTUALLY 













THAT'S 
BECAUSE IT'S 
WALID ANE 


REQUEST. 










FATHER 
THINKS YOURE 
BEAUTIFUL. 













THE DUKE 
IS WAITING, 
А LET'S GO IN. 





a year since I‏ של 
found out.‏ 








Zachary 15 now 
20 years old and 18 

ს about to have his 

coming-of-age; 








52 


ቅፍ 


ዘ 
95 


smiled slightly. 








ACCORDING TO 


THE CHEF, YOUR 
GRACE ENJOYS 































EUH, 
= WHY IS HE 
ב‎ SAVING [T IN 
—À SUCH A SWEET 


MANNER! 


هس 

© 
/ 

E 0 





DO YOU LIKE 
THE LEMON PIE? 





TL/N: SHIT NOW I'M HUNGRY 
PR/N: I HATE PIE 


HAVE SOME 















CONSUMING 
RIELLON TEA AS A 
MILK TEA I$ ALSO 
QUITE NICE. 







































THEIR 6426 
15 MAKING ME 
UNCOMFOR- 


IS THERE 
SOMETHING ON 
MY FACE? 


MILK ТЕА ISSO 7 
DELICIOUS. 90 

























M0, 
IT’S NOTHING 
AT ALL. 


SOMETHING DOES 
SEEM ТО ВЕ A 
BIT OFF... 


BUT ITS QUITE 
PEACEFUL. 











TWO ARE GETTING 
ALONG. 


ITSA 
RELIEF THAT THOSE 


























TT 
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CI 














BUT, IF 
I EAT MORE, I 
MIGHT GAIN SOME 


TVE BEEN 
THINKING ABOUT 









I DON'T 
THINK ГЦ. BE 
ABLE TO EAT 
DINNER. 





IT'S FINE. 
YOU CAN PUT ON 
SOME WEIGHT. 


1 


EVEN ዝዬ = 
DUKE... = 





THIS 


BUT I FEEL 

LIKE BOTH OF YOU 
GUYS ARE TRYING TO 
GET ME TO GAIN 
SOME WEIGHT. 








YOUR MEALS. 







YOUR ARMS 
AND LEGS ARE 
TOO THIN. 


YOU'RE 
TOO SKINNY. 





4 
/ TFIcANTFT ` 
IN MY DRESSES, 
IT WILL BE YOUR ! 
= RESPONSIBILITY. / 


NAE 















ALRIGHT, NO MATTER 
WHAT HAPPENS, I'LL 
TAKE RESPONSIBILITY. 





Y-YOUR GRACE? 
ARE YOU ALRIGHT? 











AT MOST IT'S 
JUST A COLD. 















ስ COLD? BUT YOUR 
GRACE, YOUR COUGH 
SEEMED LIKE IT 
WAS SEVERE.. 


I'M JUST A LITTLE 
BIT TIRED. DON'T 
THINK ABOUT IT. 


LEDS ОР AND 
RETURN BACK. 


















Hessenweitz. 
was sick in bed 
for the next 
few days. 

ን 





It all started 
with a slight fever, but 
his condition worsened, 
making it difficult 
for him to move. 














WHY DIDI 
HAVE TO COUGH 
THERE, OUT OF ALL 
OCCASIONS... 










/'VE BEEN 
TRYING TO HIDE 
MY SICKNESS, BUT 
AM I REACHING 
MY LIMIT? 











INA 
STATE WHERE 
THE SUCCESS- 
ORS POWER IS 
CURRENTLY 
UNSTABLE 

















IF RUMORS THAT. 
DUKE HESSENWEITZ 
ISN’T FEELING WELL, 
START SPREADING. 





THERE IS A 
CHANCE THAT THE 
IMPERIAL FAMILY 
WILL BITE US IN 
THE BACK. 


YOUR GRACE, 
THIS IS ELLIE, CAN 
\ I COME IN? 
















WHAT 
BRINGS YOU 
HERE? 
















1 601 YOU 
HONEY LEMON 
PICKLES. 





YOU'VE BEEN 
SKIPPING MEALS 
LATELY...AND THIS 
IS GOOD FOR 
COLDS... 











DID YOU 
MAKE IT FOR 














IF-IF IT'S 
NOT TO YOUR 
LIKING, YOU. CAN 
THROW II... 





LEAVE THE JAR 
THERE, AND BRING 
| МЕА CUP OF LEMON 
HONEY TEA. 








А 7Ί 


TF AS EXPECTED, 


№ 






AND SON ARE 
SIMILAR. 













< / WHEN THEY'RE 
او‎ SHY; THEIR EARS 
۲ TURN RED. 

















AND WHEN THEY 
TALK, THEY'LL AVOID 

EYE CONTACT. IT'S 
ALL THE SAME. 







HERE IS 
YOUR LEMON 
HONEY TEA. 













THE BOTH 
OF THEM ARE 
50 SIMILAR! 
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HOW IS 
YOUR HEALTH? 


ኖጋ 
Perez ern 





YOU NEED 
TO RECOVER. 











IF SOMEONE 5 
PRECIOUS TO YOU, 
YOU. MUST DO YOUR 
BEST TO CHERISH 
































PLEASE 
TAKE CARE OF 
ME TODAY. 


BE CAREFUL. 






ლ 
THE WEATHER 5 с 
VERY COLD THESE 
DAYS, IT'S EASY TO 
CATCH A COLD. 











HOW CAN 
I CATCH А COLD 
WHEN TM WEARING 
SO MANY LAYERS 
OF CLOTHING? 















TO BE HONEST, 
I THINK WE NEED 
TO DRESS YOU UP 
EVEN MORE. 








TLL STUMBLE AND 
WON'T BE ABLE 
TO WALK. 


















THERE WAS NO 
NEED TO DO 
THIS... 








IF I DON'T 
DO THIS THEN I 
WON'T EVER GET 

A CHANCE TO 

HUG YOU. 


ZACHARY, 
DID YOU SAY 


SOMETHING? 











BUT WHY 
סוס‎ YOU START ነ 
PRACTICING TO RIDE | 




















UM, THE 
NORTH OFTEN 
HAS HUNTING 
PARTIES. 





ICAN 
RIDE IT BUT 
I AM STILL 
CLUMSY. 





WEATHER IS 
NICE TODAY. 











IT WOULD BE 

VERY REFRESHING 
TO RIDE A HORSE IN 
THIS WEATHER. 






DON'T You 
WANT TO SPEED 
















ARE YOU 
OKAY WITH THIS 
SPEED? 





it’s so much 
£un! 


WHERE ARE 
WE GOING? 












ZACHARY, WAS 
THERE A SECRET |. 





MS NOT REALLY 
A SECRET HIDEOUT 
BUT A PLACE ፲ CAME 
ACROSS RECENTLY. 

















HERE, 
GRAB MY 
HAND. 











IT'S LIKE A 
DIFFERENT WORLD. 













Oh Zachary 
look at this, there's 
some fruit. 





IT'S TORON 
FRUIT. 












EAT IT, BUT IT'S 
LITTLE SOUR. 





IT'S TOO 
SOUR. 











YOU. IT IS SOUR, 
DIDN'T 12 





E HE 
THE FACT THAT 
> 4. YOU ARE THE ONE 
x BY MY SIDE 
/ 
+ MAKES 
© MY WORLD SO 
BRIGHT AND 


SHINY. 





EA 


ICAN'T STOP 
SMILING EVERY TIME 
I SEE YOU. y 


THIS MUST BE 
HAPPINESS. 


i 

















I SHOULD 
THANK ZACHARY 
FOR BRINGING 
ME HERE. 















TO THINK OF I, 

ZACHARY, ISN'T YOUR 

BIRTHDAY COMING 
SOON? 







THE COMING 
OF AGE CEREMONY /5 
HELD 47/2 FOR WOMEN 7 
AND AT 20 FOR 6 







ARE YOU GOING 
TO HAVE ል COMING 
OF AGE CEREMONY 


WHAT'S WITH 
THAT REACTION? WE'RE 
TALKING ABOUT YOU 
RIGHT NOW. 


WE DIDN'T 
CELEBRATE YOUR 
COMING OF AGE 

CEREMONY. 


BECAUSE I DIDN'T | 
WANT TO! / 





OSI 
m THE DUKE SAID 2 y 
==  HECANMAKEA ВБ = 
LEES BANQUET FOR ME IF I 
Z WANTED, BUT ZACHARY'S 
CR COMING OF AGE CERE- 
MONY IS COMING 























2C 4 CAN / = 
MAKE MY COMING 
OF AGE CEREMONY 
መ GRAND. 


E - 


> S 
2 SS 
Элу 






I WANT 
ZACHARY TO BE 
NOTICED. 





THINK ГИЕ SEEN 
THAT HORSE 
BEFORE. 












THE DUKE /5 
—< LOOKING FOR 
N YOU TWO! 


; 18 Se 
S aa} اد‎ 
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Y'al tell me 
this ain't sus 


imi 


| CHOKED & 












THE IMPERIAL 
FAMILY'S ENVOY HAS 












IT'S PROBABLY 
NOT A BIG DEAL. 







MAYBE IT'S RELATED 
TO MY COMING-OF-AGE 
CEREMONY. 











WELL, IT'S NOT 
JUST ANYONE THAT'S 
HAVING A COMING-OF-AGE 
CEREMONY, IT'S YOU. / 











«YEAH, 
LET'S DO THAT. 















THE BIRTHDAY 
CAKE YOU MADE FOR 
ME LAST YEAR WAS 
REALLY DELICIOUS. £ 
t 












„YOU САМ 
BE HONEST. 1 MAY 
ዛልህዬ MADE IT, BUT 
IT WAS WAY TOO 

SWEET. 





YOU DON'T LIKE 
SWEET THINGS. 










IT DOESN'T 
MATTER IF IT'S 







I JUST LIKE 
THE FACT THAT YOU 
PERSONALLY MADE 
IT FOR ME. 




















1 GREET THE 
YOUNG DUKE OF 
HESSENWEITZ. 





CONGRATULATIONS 
ON SOON BECOMING 
AN ADULT. 














SO, WHAT BRINGS 
THE ENVOY OF THE 
IMPERIAL FAMILY 
HERE? 


TO CELEBRATE 
THE YOUNG 5 
COMING-OF-AGE 
CEREMONY, 











HIS HIGHNESS, 
THE CROWN PRINCE AND HER 
HIGHNESS, THE PRINCESS HAVE 
DECIDED TO VISIT THE DUKE 
OF HESSENWEITZ. 


WHAT? WHAT’S 
THE MEANING 
OF THIS... 





THAT IS CORRECT. 









THE TWO MEMBERS 
OF THE IMPERIAL FAMILY 
HAVE DECIDED TO COME DOWN 
TO CELEBRATE YOUR COMING- 
OF-AGE CEREMONY. 




























YES. YOU'LL 
HAVE A LOT 10 
TEND TO. 


TLL BE THE HOST 
OF THE EVENT...? 








Various family 
events are usually 
organised by the lady 
of the house. 

















This is her duty 
and right, and the 
more perfect an event 
is, the higher the lady'e 
reputation becomes. 









BUT I DIDN’T 
EXPECT THE FIRST 
EVENT TO BE A LARGE-SCALE _ == 

BANQUET INVOLVING THE == 
IMPERIAL FAMILY... ። 





BOTH THE HUNT AND 
THE BANQUET SHOULD BE 
HELD WITH ADVICE FROM 
COUNTESS LAUREN. 





1 


E. 



























1744 BE THE 
FIRST TIME 75 
PRESENTED PUBLICLY AS 
THE NEXT DUCHESS. 





IN THIS KIND OF 

SITUATION, WE MAY 
NOT KNOW IF COUNTESS 
LAUREN’S EXISTENCE 
WILL BE HARMFUL... 








MY BEST TO 
PREPARE FOR THE 
HUNT AND THE 








TM VERY 
HAPPY THAT YOU 


TO ME. 


ი 
S 
> 
3 
3 
H 


1а 
> 
6 
2 
' 
< 
5 


„А 






















WHY DID 
YOU DECIDE TO 
LET COUNTESS 
LAUREN IN? 





THE COUNTESS 
PERSONALLY BEGGED 
THE CROWN PRINCE. 


























AS YOU ALREADY 
KNOW, COUNTESS LAUREN 
IS THE IMPERIAL FAMILY'S 
HANDS AND FEET. 










TO PUT IT 
BLUNTLY, IT’S AS 
THOUGH WE DIDN'T KEEP 
OUR MOST BASIC MANNERS 

WHEN CUTTING OFF THE 
IMPERIAL FAMILY’S 
HANDS AND FEET. 





THE CROWN PRINCE’S 
PRIDE APPEARS TO HAVE 
BEEN DAMAGED BY 
THIS FACT. 





HE EVEN 
PUT WORDS IN 
MY MOUTH. 








THE CONFRONTATION 
WITH THE IMPERIAL FAMILY 
SHOULDN'T BE SETTLED 
IN EARNEST YET. 


AT LEAST UNTIL 
YOU SAFELY INHERIT 
THE DUKE POSITION. 


























A FROST 
MONSTER WITH 
WINTER MAGIC, THE SILVER 


DRAGON, HESSENWEITZ’S 
DESCENDANT. 


ж 
ES 















AS LONG AS 
I'M CONSIDERED AS 
J| SUCH, THE IMPERIAL FAMILY 
WILL ALWAYS BE WARY 
OF ME. 










THE CROWN PRINCE AND 
PRINCESS’ VISIT TO THE DUCHY 
WILL LIKELY HAVE SEVERAL 
POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS. 













BY POLITICAL 
IMPLICATIONS, YOU 
MEAN... 




















ON THE OUTSIDE, 

IT WILL SEEM LIKE 
THE IMPERIAL FAMILY IS 
ACTING IN THE DUKE'S 
BEST INTEREST. 





ON THE INSIDE, 
THEIR INTENTION 
TO UNDERSTAND THE 
ATMOSPHERE AROUND 
THE DUCHY WILL 
BE HIDDEN. 

















| CRUCIAL FOR THAT 
GIRUS SAFETY. 











YOU. SHOULD 
HEAD BACK NOW. 
YOU. MUST BE 
TIRED. 














«THANK 
YOU FOR YOUR |! 
ADVICE. 
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| My Husband 
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Ellie began 
preparing for the 
banquet and hunting 
session earnestly. 


Due to such 
preparations, she 
had to welcome certain 
unwelcome guests. 












Countess Lauren 
and Ellie, who had not 
met in a long time, were 
forced to meet again. 


MI, ል 
(PA A ША 


фа)? ав 





















ALRIGHT. 
WHAT ARE WE 
STARTING OFF 
WITH TODAY? 





፲ DECIDED 

TO TALK TO YOU 
ABOUT THE BUDGET PT] 
AND STRUCTURE OF 
THE HUNTING 
SOCIETY. 

















50 YOU HAVEN'T 
FORGOTTEN. 

















IS THERE 
ANYTHING YOU. 
HAVE BEEN THINK- 
ING ABOUT SO 





THIS TIME, NOT 
ONLY WILL THE CROWN 
PRINCE ATTEND THE YOUNG 
DUKE’S COMING-OF-AGE 
CEREMONY, BUT THE 
PRINCESS AS WELL. 







SPEAKING OF 
WHICH, DON’T THE 
LADIES HAVE TEA TIME 
DURING HUNTING 








WHAT IS 
SHE TRYING TO 
IMPLY? 


I'M THINKING 
OF HOSTING THE 

















ტ ΓΑΙ ۱ هی‎ 


– 











ΤΌ BE BETTER ТО 
ESTABLISH WHICH SIDE `P 
THE IMPERIAL FAMILY 
IS TAKING HERE. 




















TO HOST THE TEA, 
ID HAVE NO CHOICE BUT 

TO HAVE A CONVERSATION 5 
WITH HER HIGHNESS, 
THE PRINCESS. 












THE PRINCESS 
WAS ONCE ENGAGED TO 
ZACHARY, AFTER ALL. 















50, II 5 
DECIDED THAT 
I WILL BE HOSTING 
THE TEA TIME, 
CORRECT? 








Do YOU 
HAVE А BUDGET 








The foundation 
of all evente, such as 
banquets and hunting 
parties, begins with 
a budget plan. 











COUNTESS LAUREN TO 
MAKE AN ‘EFFECTIVE AND 
RATIONAL’ DISTRIBUTION 
OF THE ‘DESIGNATED 
AMOUNT"... 


Y YET THIS PROPOSAL 
COMPLETELY IGNORES THE 
= AMOUNT I ORIGINALLY = 
DESIGNATED! 























DIDN'T YOU 
SAY YOU'VE ALREADY 
HOSTED A BANQUET 
BEFORE? 





THE LAURENS ARE 
SUCH A HISTORICAL FAMILY 
THAT WE EVEN HAVE TIES 
TO THE IMPERIAL 
FAMILY. 












YOUR FAMILY 
IS SO HISTORICAL 
THAT YOU HAVE TIES WITH 
THE IMPERIAL FAMILY, BUT 
YOU. CAN'T EVEN MAKE A 
BUDGET PROPOSAL 
PROPERLY? 














W-WHAT? 
BUT I WORKED 
EXTREMELY HARD 


TO MAKE THAT 
RO} σα, 















LOOK CARE- 
FULLY. THE BUDGET 
I INITIALLY DESIGNATED 
IS DIFFERENT THAN THE 
ONE YOU WROTE 
AT THE END. 
































THAT MUCH 
OF ል DIFFERENCE 

IS ALLOWABLE WHEN 
ORGANIZING SUCH 
LARGE EVENTS! 












DO YOU REALLY 
THINK THAT? 





MOREOVER, 

WHY ARE THERE 
SO MANY FLORAL 
DECORATIONS? 








BUT ISN'T 
IT TEA TIME WITH 
THE IMPERIAL 
FAMILY? 













EVEN SO, THE TEA TIME 

WILL BE HELD IN A ۰ 
15 THIS AMOUNT REALLY в 

NEEDED? ' 

















THE FLORAL 
DECORATIONS WILL 

BE SUPPLIED THROUGH 
HESSENWEITZ'S GREENHOUSE, 
50 ТИ BE REMOVING 
THESE EXPENSES. 












I'D LIKE IT IF YOU 
DIDN’T DISAPPOINT 
ME AGAIN. 










4457 YOU WAIT... 
ONCE WE HAVE TEA TIME 
WITH THE PRINCESS, 


ያሂረ PUT 4 
DAMNED SOUTHERN እኺ 


BRAT IN YOUR 


„ГЫ BEAR 
IT IN MIND. 




















AT LEAST 
A SHE GREETS ME 























wer, 











ZACHARY WILL 
SAY THAT TOLERAT- 
ING INTERFERENCE 
FROM THE IMPERIAL 
FAMILY /5 SIMPLY 
DUE TO RANK. 


BUT CAN 
+ REALLY ACT 
AS IF /7 MEANS 
NOTHING? 








THE LIPPENBERG 
IMPERIAL FAMILY AND 
THE HESSENWEITZ 
DUCAL FAMILY. 


ЕС meno = 
= FAMILIES HAVE BEEN سس‎ 




















ON BAD TERMS SINCE 
THE FOUNDING 
MYTH... 





THAT 
IMPERIAL FAMILY 
WILL PERSONALLY VISIT 
THE HESSENWEITZ 
DUCHY... 




















ከኒክኳ!ጋቨ1. STILL, 
TELL ME WHENEVER 
I CAN HELP WITH 
















RIGHT, IEN. 
I HAVE SOMETHING 
TO TELL YOU 
TODAY. 











I'M THINKING OF 
INVITING FATHER-IN-LAW 
AND MOTHER-IN-LAW TO 
THE COMING-OF-AGE 
CEREMONY. 





N'T WORRY N 
ABOUT FATHER. HE 
ALREADY GAVE HIS 

PERMISSION. 

















HIS GRACE 
ALLOWED ME 
TO INVITE MY 
PARENTS? 


THAT STRICT 
DUKE... 2 








WELL, THERE'S 
ONE THING I NEED 
TO DO FIRST, 
BUT... 


WHAT DO 


You MEAN? 















THERE ARE 
RUMOURS THAT SMALL 
MONSTERS OCCASIONALLY 
COME DOWN FROM THE 

OUTSKIRTS OF THE 
^ DUCHY. 


ГМ GOING 
TO KILL ALL 
OF THEM. 













HOW DOES 
2 HE SAY SUCH 
25 8720 
222. EASILY 

2 
U 





IEN, 
IF YOU FROWN 
LIKE THAT, YOU'LL GET | 








...ጅ IT’S TOO MUCH, ላ 
STOP IMMEDIATELY. IT'S |) 
NOT WORTH SO MUCH 
\ JUST TO INVITE MY 
= PARENTS. 





با 























TELL ME HONESTLY. 
HIS GRACE FORCED YOU 
TO DO IT, DIDN'T HE? 





FATHER DIDN'T 
FORCE ME TO DO ANY- 
THING. THIS WAS MY 
DECISION. 





IT'S THE FIRST 
TIME WE'RE INVITING 
YOUR PARENTS TO 
THE NORTH. 

















1 WANT TO 
PROVE THAT YOU'RE 
LIVING SAFELY AND THAT | - 
\ YOU'RE IN A STABLE 


= 

5 
525 
525 
ny 





7 


WON'T YOU 
BELIEVE ME? 


























And suddenly, 
the morning of 
the banquet was 
upon us. 
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WELCOME, ДЕ. 
COUNTESS TULLAN. 


-I DIDN'T THINK 
7 “МЕР BE ABLE TO: 
MEET YOU, SEEING 
AS YOU'RE THE LADY. ` 
OF THE NORTHERN /- 
REGION. ` 









/7 WAS WORTHWHILE. 

MEMORIZING THE NAMES 

OF ALL THE NOBLES 
IN THE EMPIRE... 









= 
= 
= 


Ly 
Т 





Е IL AAD-TO-STAY —, 


UP SEVERAL ٥ 















MOM! DAD! 










HOW 
ABOUT YOU, IEN? 
ARE YOU WELL? 













OF COURSE, 
EVERYONE TAKES 
GOOD CARE OF ME. 







































/7 WAS A 
GOOD IDEA TO 
ASK FATHER FOR 
PERMISSION. 












HER EARLIER, 

SO WHY AMI 

BEING LIKE 
THIS? 













ALTHOUGH N 
YOU. ALREADY 
TOLD ME THAT 































HIS HIGHNESS 
THE CROWN PRINCE 
AND HER HIGHNESS THE 
PRINCESS ARE MAKING 
THEIR ENTRANCE! 











THEY'RE HERE! _ 





Jecause | 
My Husbhand, 
isse Cule 


۳ 
S | ЕСТІ 
QA RANA 
Ego 














I GREET 
HIS HIGHNESS THE 
CROWN PRINCE. 











AH, 
DUKE HESSENWEITZ. 
IT'S NICE TO MEET 






































lll, 


THESE TWO ARE 
THE ONLY IMPERIAL 
, DESCENDANTS. 








ya 7 < 


> THE PROOF OF THE te 
IMPERIAL BLOODLINE- 

















THE IMPERIAL FAMILY'S 
INCESTOR, SIR LIPPENBER 
WAS NICKNAMED | THE 






I DIDN'T PRK ხი bck the fk off 
KNOW THAT THE YOUNG N hii ivt 
DUKE'S WIFE WOULD BE 
THIS BEAUTIFUL. 









IDON'T KNOW 
WHY HIS STARE 
/5 SO UNPLEASANT 
WHEN HE'S SUCH A 
HANDSOME MAN. 










THIS 5 
MY SISTER, 
ANNEROSE. 











SHE'S A 
BEAUTIFUL LADY. 
— ۱ ۱ ა “Аа 














ХА THERE'S NO 
/| NEED FOR HER TO 
BE THAT PRETTY. 


I'M GETTING 
JEALOUS. 





== „JEALOUS? >= 
A = = 


2 RIGHT, 
ШЕ THE EMPEROR 
=_= ASKED ME TO DELIVER 
HIS THOUGHTS TO ኹጄ 
'OUNG DUKE MYSELF. 









I HEARD THAT THE 
YOUNG DUKE WIPED OUT 
ALL THE BARBARIANS WHO 
WERE CAUSING TROUBLE 
IN THE NORTHERN 





























IT 5 ONLY 
PROPER FOR THE 
WHOLE EMPIRE TO 
PRAISE THE YOUNG 
DUKE'S SKILLS. 


AS EXPECTED, 
IT SEEMS THAT THE 
SILVER DRAGON’S POWER 
IS QUITE AMAZING. 
AM I RIGHT? 











ШР 

% 
=> NEED TO COMMENT ON => 
>= ረረ = 





= 
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N Ж 
ES % 
ב‎ ими? = 

2 = 
BS 


ZI. 



















HE ISN’T 
EVEN 20 YEARS 
OLD YET, BUT 





HE'S GROWN 

TO BE А DUKE THAT 
ASTONISHES THE ENTIRE 
EMPIRE- IT’S QUITE AN 
IMPRESSIVE FEAT. 








ALTHOUGH 
HE 15 MY SON, 
I BELIEVE HE IS 

SUITED TO BE THE 

NORTH'S KING. 


тт III ή S 





















«IT MUST BE NICE 
TO BE THE YOUNG DUKE, 
SINCE THE DUKE TRUSTS 
YOU SO MUCH. 





























































YOU MUST'VE 
HAD A HARD TIME, 
COMING THIS FAR. 





WE HOPE YOU'LL 
ENJOY THE PARTY, 
YOUR GRACES. 





ს — THANK YOU, 
— | DUKE HESSENWEITZ. 








IC 





22 
IM SURE 7 
YOWDIDNTEXPECT EE 





THAT THE DUKE WOULD 
CONFIRM ZACHARY AS 
HIS SUCCESSOR 
THIS WAY! 















OF COURSE. _ ነ 
IT’S BEEN A WHILE 
SINCE YOWVE SEEN 
THEM. 






















IEN, 
ARE YOU SURE 
YOU CAN STAY 
















۲۲5 FINE SINCE IT'S 
ONLY FOR A SHORT WHILE. 
ZACHARY SAID HE'D TAKE 
CARE OF EVERYTHING IN 
THE MEANTIME. 



























IT SEEMS YOU ትነ” 
GET ALONG WELL. 





WHEN DID OUR 
DAUGHTER GROW UP 
THIS MUCH... 





J IT'5 BEEN ALMOST 
| FIVE YEARS SINCE І GOT 
а MARRIED TO ZACHARY, 
OF COURSE IVE 
GROWN. 











THAT ASIDE, 
ISN'T MY HUSBAND 

SO HANDSOME, 
DAD? 
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«М 
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YOU VISCOUNT 
BLANCHET? 
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Sugar ba BABIES ې‎ 
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